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STUDY AREA AND PURPOSE 
This technical memorandum evaluates the feasibility of rail-with-trail in the active Griffin Line rail corridor for the 

4.4-mile extent between Garden Street in Hartford and Park Avenue in Bloomfield as shown in Exhibit 1. This 

memorandum was produced as part of the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study, which evaluates trail 

alternatives in a 12-mile gap in the East Coast Greenway (ECG) within the municipalities of Simsbury, Bloomfield, 

Hartford, and East Hartford. This memorandum explores and documents trail feasibility along the Griffin Line 

corridor given the existing and expected use of freight rail service in the corridor.  

The Griffin Line corridor runs generally in a northwesterly-southeasterly direction within the study area. Between 

Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue) the rail line is oriented in an east-west direction. North of Route 44 

(Albany Avenue) the corridor shifts direction and changes to a north-south direction. This memorandum uses the 

following conventions for direction:  

• Entire Study Area:  

o Griffin Line defined as running northwest-southeast 

o Locations in reference to side of track: Northeast side & southwest side 

• Specific Locations South of Route 44 (Albany Avenue): 

o Griffin Line runs east-west 

o Locations in reference to side of track: North side & south side 

• Specific Locations North of Route 44 (Albany Avenue): 

o Griffin Line runs north-south 

o Locations in reference to side of track: East side & west side 

This memorandum distinguishes between the terminology alternative and alignment in the following way:  

• An alternative is used to denote a specific design option at a specific location within the study area. For 

this study, the three alternatives considered are:  

o The Northeast Alternative is rail-with-trail located on either the north or east side of the railroad in 

any given location, generally within the railroad right-of-way (ROW).  

o The Southwest Alternative is rail-with-trail located on either the south or west side of the railroad 

in any given location, generally within the railroad ROW. 

o The Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative is located outside the railroad ROW between Garden 

Street and Plainfield Street which utilizes Homestead Avenue, Route 44 (Albany Avenue), and 

Mark Twain Drive ROW.  

• The term alignment is used to note an entire route through the study area. It could include varying 

alternatives in different locations. This is primarily used when discussing the Preferred Alignment.    
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Exhibit 1: Study Area Overview 
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Rail-with-Trail versus Rail-to-Trail 

This memorandum evaluates the feasibility of various alternatives of rail-with-trail which would allow for a trail to 

coexist within the existing Griffin Line right-of-way (ROW) in tandem with rail service. This contrasts to rail-to-trail 

alternatives which would require the removal and replacement of a railroad with a shared-use trail or other uses 

(such as a right-of-way for exclusive trail use). This memorandum does not evaluate rail-to-trail alternatives as it 

is generally accepted that the corridor could accommodate a shared-use path should the Griffin Line be 

abandoned. It should be noted that trail alternatives which would first require the abandonment (or railbanking 

and/or land banking) of the railroad would result in additional procedural requirements including federal review 

which could add several years to project completion. Appendix B outlines the procedural requirements necessary 

to undertake this process.  

 

  



 

 Page 6 

KEY OBJECTIVES 
The project aims to transform transportation, recreation, public health, economic development, and quality of life 

aspects for the people who live, work, or visit the study area and its surroundings. The study area spans 4.4 linear 

miles between Garden Street in Hartford and Park Avenue in Bloomfield and connects to several important 

destinations, such as The Hartford Financial Services Group, St. Francis Hospital, Keney Park, the University of 

Hartford, and 17 different K-12 schools with a total of about 8,000 students.1 Some critical destinations are shown in 

Exhibit 2 in a graphic provided by iQuilt. The study area passes through the Hartford neighborhoods of Upper 

Albany, Blue Hills, Asylum Hill, and Clay-Arsenal. Together, they have approximately 34,000 residents, 13,000 

households, and 16,000 employees. Approximately 24% of residents in these neighborhoods live below poverty.2 

The project will explore different trail options for the Griffin Line, keeping in mind the following objectives:    

• Expand Safe Multi-modal Transportation: A shared-use path in the study area can offer a safe and 

convenient way for people to bike or walk to various destinations, such as work, school, or shopping. This 

can benefit especially those households that do not own a vehicle. About 34% of the households in the 

nearby Hartford neighborhoods fall into this category.3 This compares with state average of 8.5% of 

households without access to a vehicle.  

• Recreation and Public Health: A shared-use path in the study area can promote physical activity and 

recreation for the nearby residents, which can have a positive impact on their health and well-being. This 

is especially important considering the high rates of obesity and asthma among the residents of the 

neighboring areas. Heath data shows that adult obesity rates in the surrounding neighborhoods range 

between 31% and 51%, which is higher than the state’s average of 26%.4, 5 Similarly, adult asthma rates in 

the surrounding neighborhoods range between 13% and 17%, also higher than the state’s average of 

10.5%.6, 7 A shared-use path can help reduce these health disparities and improve the quality of life for the 

adjacent communities. 

 

1 Global Communications Academy (430 students), Wish Elementary School (280 students), Jumoke Academy (680 students), West 
Middle School (260 students), Classical High School & Renzulli Academy (550 students), Covenant Preparatory School (40 students), 
Achievement First Academy (1,150 students), MLK School + Breakthrough Magnet (550 students), Rawson Elementary (250 students), 
Annie Fischer School (360 students), University High School (430 students), Watkinson School (240 students), University of Hartford 
Magnet School (480 students), Weaver High School + Kinsella Magnet (700 students), Bulkeley High School – North Campus (600 
students), CREC Museum Academy (520 students), and Bloomfield High School (500 students) 
2 US Census Data, pulled from PolicyMap 
3 US Census Data, pulled from PolicyMap 
4 US Census Data, pulled from PolicyMap 
5 CDC: Connecticut State Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Profile 
6 US Census Data, pulled from PolicyMap 
7 Connecticut State Department of Public Health: Asthma Program 
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• Quality of Life: A shared-use path can also serve as a social and cultural hub for the neighboring 

communities. It can feature areas for gathering, relaxing, and enjoying the scenery. This can enhance the 

quality of life for the adjacent neighborhoods by creating these valuable spaces for residents. 

• Economic Development Opportunities: A trail along the Griffin Line corridor can also create a link 

between several potential redevelopment sites. A shared-use path in this area can attract more 

investment, business, and tourism to the area. A shared-use path within this area could become a key 

component of these redevelopment efforts. 

Exhibit 2: hARTline planning graphic showing destinations on or proximate to the Griffin Line (Source: iQuilt / Suisman Design) 
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TRAIL PLANNING CONTEXT 
What is now the Griffin Line was originally constructed around 1870 to connect Hartford to Poughkeepsie, New 

York. While it originally carried passenger trains, sections were abandoned over the course of decades, and 

eventually, service on the track within Hartford was stopped by the 1980s. Central New England Railroad (CNZR), 

the current operator, resumed service and rehabilitated the easternmost 8.7 miles of the Griffin Line in 1999. Over 

the past 30 years, other potential uses for the corridor within the study area have been explored and are 

summarized below. 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Studies (2002-2010) 

Three studies regarding the Griffin Line were commissioned by the Capitol Region Council of Governments 

(CRCOG) between 2002 and 2010.8 These three studies recommended the conversion of the existing rail line to 

bus rapid transit. The existing right-of-way could accommodate bidirectional bus service with minor widening in 

the most constrained areas. However, more recent studies have assumed that rail service would be maintained 

on the Griffin Line. 

Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study (2017) 

Rail-with-trail alternatives between Tobey Road and Park Avenue within Bloomfield were studied as part of the 

Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study in 2017 (attached to this report in the Appendix). These areas were included as 

“Section 4” and “Section 5” of the study. The study reviewed three possible routing options:  

1) Routing between Tobey Road and Route 218 via Goodman Street. Crossing Route 218 at Tyler Street and 

continuing north on Tyler Street to the Trolley ROW. 

2) Routing via Northwest Drive “paper street” between Tobey Road and Route 218. Crossing Route 218 at 

Northwest Drive and continue north via Savin Road. This option was noted for its “substantive wetlands, 

floodplains and flood ways associated with Beaman’s Brook” (See Appendix for environmental constraint 

mapping). 

3) Routing via Griffin Line ROW. The cross section from the Cross Town Trail Study which depicts this option is 

shown in Exhibit 3. Note the embankment of the railroad in this area over the adjacent surface water, 

wetlands, floodplain, and floodway. In addition to these environmental constraints, the Griffin Line’s at-

grade crossing of Route 218 at an unsignalized location was identified as a significant concern for this 

alternative. Exhibit 4 shows the unsignalized at-grade rail crossing of Route 218 near Savin Road. 

Environmental constraints are discussed further in a subsequent section of this memorandum. 

 

8 Bradley Area Transportation Study, 2002; Griffin Busway Feasibility Report, 2004; and Northwest Corridor Study, 2010. 
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Exhibit 3: Cross Town Trail Study Griffin Line rail-with-trail option south of Route 218. This alignment was not considered in this memo 
due to constraints described above. (Source: Fuss & O’Neill) 

 
 

Exhibit 4: Aerial imagery of at-grade crossing of Griffin Line of Route 218. Note that the intersection with Savin Road is an unsignalized 
intersection, however, the adjacent railroad crossing includes an overhead cantilever flashing-light signal. (Source: ctroads.org / 
Google Maps) 
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CT State Rail Plan (2022) 

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) released its most recent State Rail Plan in November 

2022. This plan identifies all active rail lines in the state and lists planned service changes as well as recent and 

upcoming improvements. In addition to new locomotives and planned maintenance and upgrades along the 

Griffin Line, the State Rail Plan indicates that CTDOT and CNZR have plans to acquire right-of-way to Bradley 

International Airport with supporting federal grant applications to Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA).9 This ROW would likely be intended for expansion of freight customers rather 

than passenger service, which would be expected to be maintained on the Hartford Line. 

Greater Hartford Mobility Study (2023) 

The Greater Hartford Mobility Study, commissioned by CTDOT, looked extensively at the Griffin Line as a 

multimodal corridor. Several different alternatives were analyzed including rail with trail, passenger light rail, and 

bus rapid transit (BRT) options. The preferred alternative was the construction of a shared-use trail alongside the 

existing freight rail, with an estimated implementation cost of $18.9 million. Other alternatives considered were 

passenger rail to Bradley International Airport (considered to be fatally flawed due to ROW impacts), passenger 

rail along the existing corridor (not favored due to poor benefit-to-cost ratio), and a combination rail-bus-trail 

(not fatally flawed but would require additional right-of-way).  

Other Related Planning Efforts 

Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study – Bloomfield Shortlist  

This memo is part of the Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study which is currently underway at the time of the 

development of this memo. However, trail alignment alternatives have been evaluated in Bloomfield between 

Park Avenue and the Hartford City Line with a shortlist being established for two scenarios 1) the ECG continues 

into Hartford along Griffin Line, and 2) ECG continues east along Route 218 corridor to connect to Riverfront 

Recapture Trails near the Connecticut River. The two shortlisted options to connect to the Griffin Line to the south 

included 1) the Griffin Line corridor, and 2) a connection via Park Avenue, Tyler Street, and Copaco Plaza to Tobey 

Road. This route is highlighted in dark blue in Exhibit 5 below.  

 

9 Connecticut State Rail Plan, CTDOT, 2022; https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DOT/documents/dplansprojectsstudies/plans/State_Rail_Plan/CTSRP2022-
2026v20221130.pdf ; Page 4-1. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DOT/documents/dplansprojectsstudies/plans/State_Rail_Plan/CTSRP2022-2026v20221130.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DOT/documents/dplansprojectsstudies/plans/State_Rail_Plan/CTSRP2022-2026v20221130.pdf
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Exhibit 5: Bloomfield shortlist map for the “South Bloomfield Analysis Area” 

 

Hartford 400 and hARTline 

The iQuilt Partnership (iQuilt) began work in 2020 to organize the Hartford 400 coalition which works to identify 

key, transformative projects which can be implemented by 2035 in time for Hartford’s fourth centennial 

celebration. Three transformative projects were identified including the hARTline, River Road, and Midtown.10 

hARTline is an envisioned 6-mile path between the Connecticut River riverfront and the Town of Bloomfield as 

shown in Exhibit 6. The project includes the following components:  

• Riverlink Bridge: Upgrading the existing pedestrian bridge between Market Street and the Connecticut 

River with a more pedestrian-friendly, sloping ramp crossing Market Street and connecting to Pleasant 

Street.  

• An On-Street, Separated Facility: A connecting trail between the Riverlink Bridge and the Griffin Line at 

Edwards Street 

• Trail within the Griffin Line Corridor: A trail continuing to the northwest between Edwards Street in 

Hartford to Bloomfield Center 

 

10 Hartford 400 | Hartford400 

https://hartford400.org/
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Exhibit 6: HARTline planning graphic (Source: iQuilt / Suisman Urban Design) 

 

Other Trail Facilities 

Other trail facilities in the vicinity of the study area may provide critical connections to a trail within the Griffin Line 

Corridor or provide an alternate route for a trail within the corridor. Two related projects underway include:  

1) Shared-Use Path at the Village at Park River: The Village at Park River is an approximately 29-acre 

redevelopment of a Hartford Housing Authority-owned parcel to the north of Route 44 bounded by Mark 

Twain Drive, Plainfield Street and the Griffin Line. The redevelopment of this site has included a pathway 

which is currently in construction and will extend from Plainfield Street to Albany Avenue. This route is 

roughly parallel to a Griffin Line route and could serve as a potential route or alternate to a Griffin Line 

route. Additionally, the site plan at Village at Park River creates a “Cornwall Street Extension” which lines up 

with the intersection of Granby Street and Cornwall Street. An at-grade crossing of the Griffin Rail Line 

could expand the street network and provide trail connectivity to the Blue Hills neighborhood in this area. 

These planning efforts are shown in Exhibit 7. 

2) Albany Avenue Sidepath: A sidepath is currently in design on the north side of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) 

between Route 189 and Homestead Avenue. This sidepath could intercept and connect to a trail in the 

Griffin Line corridor and provide east-west connectivity between Blue Hills, Upper Albany, West End 

neighborhoods as well as West Hartford. 
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Exhibit 7: Shared-use path through Village at Park River development 

 

Trail Planning and Other Potential Future Corridor Uses 

Based on corridor context as presented above, it is anticipated that any rail-with-trail alternative should also be 

compatible with other modal configurations to allow flexibility in future use which could be considered at a future 

time. This compatibility will ensure current trail development does not prevent the reconfiguration of the Griffin 

Line corridor to other modal options if these are pursued at a future date. Including these other potential 

configurations does not indicate CTDOT Office of Rail support for other configurations at this time. This study 

evaluates trail compatibility with the following configurations: 

1) Rail-with-Trail:  Single-track freight. This is the existing condition. This could also include geographic 

expansion of freight rail to the north as noted in the CT State Rail Plan. 

2) Rail-with-BRT: This condition would require the abandonment of the rail line and convert this area to a 

bus rapid transit corridor.  

3) Trail-only Concept: This condition would require the abandonment of the rail line and would convert the 

entire ROW to support a multimodal trail. Other space in the ROW could be used for enhanced trail 

amenities. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS  

The 8.7-mile-long Griffin Line, also known as the Griffins Industrial Track and the Griffins Secondary, consists of a 

single standard-gauge railroad track maintained to FRA Class 3 track standards. It runs from its northern terminus 

on Day Hill Road in Windsor (just north of the Bloomfield town line) to the New Haven – Springfield Line in 

Hartford, with both at-grade and grade-separated crossings. Owned by the State of Connecticut, freight service 

on the Griffin Line is provided by the Central New England Railroad (CNZR), a common carrier railroad. There is 

no passenger rail service on this line currently, however, the railroad has an option to operate passenger service.  

Existing conditions are summarized in this section and displayed graphically as part of Appendix A. Appendix A 

identifies locations along the Griffin Line for which physical constraints may need consideration. 

Exhibit 8 shows a CNZR freight train in the corridor in November 2023. 

Exhibit 8: Central New England Railroad freight train passing the Woodland Street bridge eastbound. 

 

Easements 

The Griffin Line right-of-way (ROW) is encumbered by several known easements which must be considered in 

any work within the ROW. Known easements include:  

• Eversource: An easement for transmission lines runs between an existing substation just south of Route 44 

(Albany Avenue) in Hartford to the north into Bloomfield and continues beyond the study area extent at 

Park Avenue in Bloomfield. The easement is generally assumed to be 15 feet off center of the rail line in 

both directions. This area features transmission structures on both sides of the railroad as shown in Exhibit 

9. 
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• Metropolitan District Commission (MDC): The MDC maintains several water, sewer, and/or water mains 

that run across or adjacent to the Griffin Line within the study area. These are presented in the Appendix. 

The ROW may be encumbered by other easements that are not known at this time. A full review of all easements 

would be required in future stages of trail design in this corridor with a title search and survey. 

Exhibit 9: Eversource transmission lines run between just south of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) in Hartford continue north beyond the 
study area extent at Park Avenue in Bloomfield 

 

Right-of-Way (ROW) 

Right-of-way width within the Griffin Line corridor varies throughout. ROW was obtained from municipal property 

maps in GIS provided by the City of Hartford and Town of Bloomfield. While GIS resources were the best 

available to the project team for this memorandum, GIS data are subject to errors and will have to be further 

investigated with survey and title search in future stages of trail design in this corridor. Generally, the ROW was 

found to be as follows:  

• Between Garden Street and Woodland Street: The ROW varies from 30-feet to nearly 110-feet in width. 

Generally, the 30-foot ROW is found just west of Garden Street (behind 20 Sargeant Street) and just east 

of Woodland Street (behind Austin Organs at 156 Woodland Street).  

• Between Woodland Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue): The ROW is consistent at approximately 65 to 

70-feet in width.  

• Between Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and Weaver High School at Tower Avenue: The ROW varies from 

approximately 80-feet to nearly 110-feet in width.  

• Between Weaver High School at Tower Avenue and the Hartford / Bloomfield border: The ROW varies 

from 65-feet to 95-feet. Generally, the ROW is 70-feet in this section. 
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• North of the Hartford / Bloomfield border: The ROW generally is 65-feet. A small portion of the Griffin 

Line south of Route 218 includes a 100-foot ROW.  

Bridges and Adjacent Structures 

Road Bridges 

Three grade separated road crossings are provided in Hartford at Sigourney Street, Woodland Street, and Route 

44 (Albany Avenue) and are shown in Exhibit 10. While grade separated crossings provide operational benefits for 

both railroad and road traffic in an urban area, these crossings can provide challenges in trail design as trail 

access is a key benefit for urban trails. Additionally, where the Griffin Line passes beneath these streets, the bridge 

abutments and piers act as horizontal constraints to rail-adjacent trail development. These constraints are as 

follows:  

• Sigourney Street bridge (reconstructed in 2013) has three spans, with the railroad track beneath the 

central span (approximately 48-foot span) and the two flanking spans (approximately 20-feet) currently 

unoccupied. It is expected the Sigourney Street bridge could accommodate a trail in one of the 

unoccupied spans. 

• Woodland Street bridge (reconstructed in 2004) is a single 29-foot span.  

• Albany Avenue bridge (reconstructed in 1981) is a single 35-foot span.  

Exhibit 10: The three bridges within the study area:  
Left: Sigourney Street bridge (view looking east),  
Center: Woodland Street bridge (view looking east),  
Right: Route 44 (Albany Avenue) bridge (view looking north) 

   

Adjacent Buildings and Site Restrictions 

Several adjacent buildings and properties significantly impact potential trail design within the study area. While a 

trail within existing rail ROW is preferred, the acquisition of easements on adjacent properties may be possible; 

however, this should be explored with a review of existing buildings and site layouts that could be impacted by 

such an easement. Ideally, trail design should avoid areas that would require easements that would substantially 

impact adjacent property site layout (such as significant access modifications or parking reduction) or require 

demolition of adjacent buildings. Key properties identified in this study include:  
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• 20 Sargeant Street (Veeder Place): Building frontage approximately 48-feet (min.) from railroad 

centerline. A driveway provides access within the parcel approximately 26-feet (min.) from railroad 

centerline. Project team review suggests opportunities for minor driveway realignment could increase 

offset from railroad centerline with minimal to no impacts to site access, on-site parking, or buildings. 

• 51 Homestead Avenue (Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center): Building frontage approximately 49-

feet (min.) from railroad centerline. A driveway which includes parking and provides access to a loading 

dock is 20-feet (min.) from railroad centerline. Project team review suggests that any easement in this 

area would likely result in 1) an elimination in up-to approximately 47 on-site parking spaces, 2) potentially 

render loading dock inaccessible, and 3) potentially require relocation of electrical transformer in this 

area. iQuilt has noted that this site may feature potential redevelopment, and trail planning could be 

incorporated as part of a future site plan. 

• 156 Woodland Street (Austin Organs): Building frontage approximately 29-feet (min.) from railroad 

centerline, however, this is highly variable due to the building design and building located on a curve on 

the railroad.  

• 255 Homestead Avenue (Chrysalis Center): Building frontage approximately 16-feet (min.) from railroad 

centerline. The closest portion of the building features a canopy structure and associated out-buildings 

which appear to be utilized as a loading dock. The structure sits above the railroad immediately on top of 

a retaining wall approximately 6-feet in height. 

• 287 Homestead Avenue (The Smith Worthington Saddlery Company): The closest building frontage is a 

set of additions off the main part of the building. These areas appear to be utilized as a loading dock and 

sit approximately 28-feet (min.) from railroad centerline. However, the majority of the building is 

approximately 60-80 feet from railroad. A rear driveway which serves the building as a loading dock is 

approximately 14-feet (min.) off railroad centerline and appears to serve many loading dock bays. Any 

easement in this parcel would likely reduce the driveway width in this area and could impact or eliminate 

truck access to loading bays on site. City staff has indicated that this parcel is subject to potential 

redevelopment into a cannabis facility. 

• 333 Homestead Avenue (Salvation Army): The closest building frontage to the rail line is an outbuilding 

which serves as a garage that is built near the railroad. This building is approximately 10-feet (min.) from 

railroad centerline. Aside from this outbuilding, the main building features a loading dock that features 6 

bays that appears to be actively used by small box trucks. This loading dock is approximately 60-feet 

(min.) from railroad centerline. The entire site includes a driveway that is built up to the railroad, with this 

area being 11-feet (min.) from railroad centerline. Any easement in this parcel would likely reduce the 

driveway width in this area and could impact or eliminate truck access to loading bays on site. City staff 

and iQuilt have noted that the Salvation Army has recently relocated operations to a facility outside of 

Hartford. This parcel may be subject to redevelopment opportunities in the near future. 
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• 425 Homestead Avenue (Interstate Batteries): This building is approximately 11-feet from the railroad 

centerline at its closest point. A trail between the site and the railroad would likely require significant 

building modification and/or demolition, or a realignment of the railroad further to the south. 

• 1535 Albany Avenue (Russell Speeders Carwash): The carwash driveway (entry into carwash) sits 

approximately 33-feet (min.) from the railroad centerline. The driveway, however, sits approximately 14-

feet above the rail line, which creates a steep slope between the site and the railroad. Complicating 

obstructions include two transmission pylons which sit at the base of the slope adjacent to the railroad. 

The site obstructions combined with the two transmission pylons may create difficulties if siting a trail on 

the east side of the railroad in this area. 

• 415 Granby Street (Weaver High School): Weaver High School recently underwent renovations in 2020. 

The renovations included modifications to the site layout and adjacent ball fields. While the high school 

building sits far from the railroad site (relative to other nearby buildings), key considerations should be 

given to proximity to the football field and track on the south side of the campus and the baseball fields to 

the north side of campus. Circulatory paths to the football field and stands are approximately 70-feet 

offset from the railroad centerline, while the existing baseball field bleachers sit approximately 45-feet 

offset from rail centerline. Additionally, access between the trail and the campus should be considered in 

coordination with school officials. These design details could be addressed in future stages of the project, 

and include open access (no fencing), limited access (e.g. fence gates), or no access at all.  
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Exhibit 11: Upper left: View looking west towards 20 Sargeant Street (Veeder Place) to left of photo. 51 Homestead Avenue is shown in 
the distance to the right.  
Upper right: View looking east toward 51 Homestead Avenue (Saint Francis) to the left of photo.  
Lower left: View looking west towards 156 Woodland Street (Austin Organs) to the left of photo. 255 Homestead Avenue is shown 
in the distance to the right.  
Lower right: View looking west towards the Woodland Street bridge and 255 Homestead Avenue (Chrysalis Center) to the right. 
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Exhibit 12: Upper left: View looking west towards the loading dock at 287 Homestead Avenue (The Smith Worthington Saddlery 
Company).  
Upper right: View looking east towards 333 Homestead Avenue (Salvation Army).  
Lower left: View looking west towards 425 Homestead Avenue (Interstate Batteries). Note the transmission pylons in view.  
Lower right: View looking north from the parking lot of Weaver High School. Note the adjacent baseball fields to the right and 
transmission pylons. 
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Transmission Pylons and Electrical Substations  

The presence of high-voltage transmission lines along both sides of the Griffin Line presents an additional 

horizontal constraint. These pylons begin at the electric substation south of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and 

continue north into central Bloomfield beyond the study area. The foundations are generally 15 to 20 feet from the 

center of the track as shown in Exhibit 13. 

Exhibit 13: View looking north along the Griffin Line from the Plainfield Street crossing shows the transmission line pylons offset 15-20 
feet on either side of the track. 

 
In addition, there are two electrical substations within the study area, including one south of Route 44 (Albany 

Avenue) just west of the railroad and a second, smaller substation, at 273 Granby Street to the east of the railroad. 

These are shown in Exhibit 14. Alternatives should avoid impacts to the substations, but utility-owned parcels that 

are underutilized may present opportunities for trail development as well.  

Exhibit 14: Left: Electrical substation south of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) (Source: ctroads.org / Google Maps).  
Right: Electrical substation at 273 Granby Street (Source: Google Maps Streetview) 
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University of Hartford (UHart) 

The University of Hartford (UHart) campus is located primarily in the northwestern corner of Hartford but spans 

into West Hartford with its main driveway just west of the Hartford city line on Route 189 in West Hartford (a 

secondary, typically gated access, is maintained at the north end of Mark Twain Drive). Additionally, the University 

owns large tracts of land between its main campus in Hartford to the north in Bloomfield stretching to Route 218. 

This area is commonly referred to as the “North Branch State Access Area” and features the North Branch of the 

Park River and associated floodway, floodplain, and wetlands. In total, the Griffin Line runs adjacent to the 

University of Hartford-owned property for approximately 1.5 miles. This distance underscores the importance of 

UHart as a critical stakeholder in the future vision for the Griffin Line. 

Exhibit 15: UHart-owned parcels shown in blue. 

 
The University has included a north-south regional trail in its planning work in its 2019 Campus Master Plan11. The 

proposed Park River Trail Connection in the 2019 Campus Master Plan was identified to the west of the Park River. 

Review of this alignment found that significant challenges to this route could include: 1) proximity to the University 

of Hartford Magnet School, 2) potential impacts to Watkinson School property including potential impacts to 

ballfields and community gardens, 3) potential impacts to property owned by The Village for Family & Children, 

and 4) environmental impacts associated with the adjacent Park River including its floodway, floodplain, and 

wetlands. Given these challenges for this route, this alignment was removed from consideration as part of the 

East Coast Greenway study, however, this trail could serve a valuable connection to a trail within the Griffin Line 

corridor should UHart pursue this alignment in the future. 

 

11 Hartford Planning & Zoning, University of Hartford Master Plan Submission, May 9, 2023 - LINK 

Rt. 218 

Bloomfield 

Hartford 

West Hartford 

North Branch State 
Access Area 

(UHart-property) 

UHart 
Main Campus 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi-6viWurSBAxX1kYkEHfD0ChkQFnoECBcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeeting-info.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fuploads%2F2%2F30%2F2199%2F200Bloomfield_StaffReportEH.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2SkBi-DYaj_j9UDOHsB7wZ&opi=89978449
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Exhibit 16: Excerpt from the 2019 Campus Master Plan for the University of Hartford showing trail planning work 

 
Finally, any trail design on the west side of the Griffin Line should consider its design in relation to Hawk Drive, 

which runs approximately 50-feet offset rail centerline for approximately 1,500-feet in length. This space is also 

occupied by Eversource transmission pylons and UHart electrical transformers that should be considered in this 

area. A photo of this area is shown in Exhibit 17 
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Exhibit 17: Hawk Drive on the west side of the Griffin Line. Note the transmission towers which straddle the railroad. 

 
Exhibit 18: University map showing Hawk Drive at right. (Source: University of Hartford) 

 

Environmental Constraints  

Various environmental constraints are present along the study area and were reviewed as part of the assessment 

process. This includes surface water, wetlands, floodplains, and topography constraints. These are summarized 

below.  
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Surface Water 

1) North Branch Park River - The North Branch of the Park River is the most significant surface water 

constraint, and there are several locations which come close to the Griffin Line corridor. Additionally, the 

North Branch crosses the Griffin Line just south of Route 218. One other area of note is just West of 

Woodland Drive where the Park River comes within approximately 175-feet of the rail line.  

2) Pond east of Mark Twain Drive – The pond is located east of Mark Twain Drive just north of Annie Fisher 

Montessori Magnet School. The centerline of the railroad is approximately 35-feet offset the closest point 

of water in this location, and the railroad sits on a steep embankment that elevates the railroad 

approximately 18-feet compared to the water level. This area is shown in Exhibit 19. 

Exhibit 19: Surface water east of Mark Twain Drive just north of Annie Fisher Montessori Magnet School  

 

Wetlands 

Wetlands along the study area are primarily found in the following areas:  

1) South of the pond on Mark Twain Drive between the pond and Annie Fisher School – West side – This is 

shown in Exhibit 20. 

2) North of the University of Hartford baseball fields – West side 

3) Tobey Road to Route 218 – Both sides - The railroad travels through this area on an embankment. Much 

of the area lower than the embankment are wetlands and/or floodplain within the North Branch State 

Access Area. See environmental constraints in this area in Exhibit 21. 

4) Tobey Road to Park Avenue – West side 
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Floodplains 

Floodplains along the study area are primarily found in the following areas:  

1) West of Woodland Street – South side - FEMA mapping indicates floodplain between railroad and 

apartments on Woodland Drive. However, this may need to be verified as this is a small portion of land 

between these features. 

2) South of the Weaver High School football field – East side - There is a culvert in this area which crosses 

underneath the railroad tracks. 

3) Tobey Road to Route 218 – Both sides - The railroad travels through this area on an embankment. Much 

of the area lower than the embankment are wetlands and/or floodplain within the North Branch State 

Access Area. See environmental constraints in this area in Exhibit 21. 

Exhibit 20: The area north of Annie Fisher School features steep embankments adjacent to the railroad with likely floodplains below. 
View looking east from Mark Twain Drive. 
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Exhibit 21: Environmental constraints in the North Branch State Access Area. 

  
 
Topography 

Topography and steep slopes can present a challenge to rail-with-trail development as many historic rail 

corridors were built upon steep embankments or within vertical depressions with very little lateral space to 

accommodate a trail. Areas that may need to be reviewed include:  

1) Between Sigourney Street and Woodland Street – Both sides – This area is shown in Exhibit 22. 

2) South of Route 44 (Albany Ave) – East side 

3) Near pond on Mark Twain Drive – Both sides 

4) South of Route 218 – Both sides 

Copaco Plaza 

Route 218 

North Branch 
State Access Area 
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Exhibit 22: View looking toward northeast shows topography between Sigourney Street and Woodland Street. 
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APPLICABLE STANDARDS & GUIDANCE  

Jurisdiction 

National standards and guidance are summarized in the document Rails with Trails: Best Practices and Lessons 

Learned (e.g. the “RWT Guide”), published jointly by FRA and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 12 

According to this document, there are no national standards specifically for rails with trails, though federal 

requirements for specific elements of design still apply. For example, traffic control devices must comply with the 

Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  

State standards and guidance are provided by CTDOT and by the Connecticut General Statutes. Volume 4, Title 

13b, Chapters 245 through 245b which provide legislative requirements for railroads. CTDOT has also provided 

design considerations for potential trails alongside the Griffin Line and released the Griffin Line Rail with Trail 

Design Guidelines in 2023 (provided in Appendix)13. Finally, the CTDOT Highway Design Manual (HDM) provides 

some considerations for design elements surrounding railroads, such as vertical clearance requirements for new 

bridges over railroads. 

Design Guidance 

Trail Cross-Section 

Both State and Federal sources recommend a minimum 10-foot shared-use trail, with a width as narrow as eight 

feet in constrained areas. This width does not include a two-foot buffer adjacent to any barrier at the edge of the 

trail (such as a fence). In total, then, the minimum width of a trail in a constrained location between barriers must 

be at least 12 feet. For trails with high anticipated usage, a greater width is preferred. 

Offset 

It is crucial that no portion of the trail comes within the railroad’s dynamic envelope, a distance that varies greatly. 

The RWT Guide describes offsets as low as seven feet between the center of the railroad line and the inner edge 

of the adjacent trail. CTDOT specifies a minimum of 10 feet between the center of the railroad line and a vertical 

barrier between rail and trail. When considering a preferred two-foot offset between a trail and adjacent barrier, 

the offset between the center of the rail to the trail is a minimum of 12-feet. Where possible, CTDOT prefers at 

least a 20-foot offset to any vertical barrier as illustrated in Exhibit 23. 

 

12 Rails with Trails: Best Practices and Lessons Learned, USDOT, 2021; https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=rail-with-trails-best-
practices-and-lessons-learned&id=26482&fileName=Rails-Trails-Layout_06_17_21_508.pdf . 
13 Griffin Line Rail with Trail Design Guidelines (Draft), CTDOT, 2023. 

https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=rail-with-trails-best-practices-and-lessons-learned&id=26482&fileName=Rails-Trails-Layout_06_17_21_508.pdf
https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=rail-with-trails-best-practices-and-lessons-learned&id=26482&fileName=Rails-Trails-Layout_06_17_21_508.pdf
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Exhibit 23: CTDOT Trail Design Guidelines for rail-with-trail in the Griffin Line (2023) 

 

Barrier 

There are no Federal requirements for barriers between trails and railroad tracks; however, most rails-with-trails 

include a barrier of some sort, whether landscaping, fencing, or a wall. This barrier serves to reduce the visual 

and noise impact of a passing train as well as to discourage trespassing. Care should be taken, though, to 

maintain the visibility of the trail itself for user security.  

CTDOT guidance suggests a solid non-scalable barrier when a minimum 10-foot offset is used, and a seven-foot-

tall fence for offsets at least 20-feet or more. Given the desire to maintain visibility, as well as the maintenance 

needs discussed below, it would be preferable to provide wide offsets wherever practical to avoid solid barriers. 

Additionally, Eversource design requirements should be considered in future design stages to ensure compatibility 

within the transmission corridor. For example, the design of some metal fences may be limited due to the 

proximity to the transmission lines in this corridor.  

Maintenance and Emergency Access to Rail  

In locations where the shared-use trail is at least 25 feet from the centerline of the railroad track, rail maintenance 

and emergency vehicles can drive alongside the track. However, when the separation is below 25 feet, these 

vehicles may need to use the trail itself to perform their duties. Not only does this require the trail to be closed to 

other users during this time, but the barrier must also be designed to permit maintenance and emergency access. 

Alternatively, the rail maintenance road can be provided on the other side of the train track. Maintenance and 

emergency access considerations are shown in Exhibit 24. 
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Exhibit 24: Maintenance access considerations (RWT Guide, pg. 50) 

 

At-Grade Crossings 

At-grade crossings are subject to a great deal more scrutiny than parallel trails. The Manual for Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices discusses pavement markings, signing, and signalization requirements for railroad grade 

crossings, including for locations where trails cross active railroad tracks. The AASHTO Guide for the Development 

of Bicycle Facilities also discusses trail design, including at rail crossings. For improved guidance, the 

Transportation Research Record published an article titled Rails-Next-to-Trails: A Methodology for Selecting 

Appropriate Safety Treatments at Complex Multimodal Intersections in 2018. It is generally preferred to avoid 

creating new at-grade crossings, when possible, whether by grade separation or by rerouting the trail. This 

preference is reflected in Connecticut General Statute Section 13b-268 (b), which requires a special act of the 

General Assembly as a prerequisite for creating a new at-grade crossing. 

Grade Separation 

Where trails pass beneath cross streets or railroads, the Federal minimum height of the tunnel is eight feet, with 

ten to twelve feet preferred. When the trail crosses over a railroad, the height requirements are much greater: 

20’6” as required by CTDOT HDM Section 9-4.0. These requirements can differ based on the railroad and the 

needs of the corridor. The RWT Guide suggests a minimum height of 23-feet for non-electrified track, but notes 

that the clearance provided “should be designed to meet the current and future operational needs of the 

railroad” (RWT Guide, pg. 69). Vertical clearance on the corridor is currently constrained by the Woodland 

Street bridge with an existing vertical clearance of approximately 18-feet (based on available mapping, photos, 

and visual inspection during the site visit).   
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CASE STUDIES  
The Rail-to-Trail Conservancy (RTC) documented 442 rail-with-trails across the United States as of September 

2023. This section summarizes an analysis of rail-with-trails in New England and the New York region. Rail-with-

trail locations were identified from the RTC catalogue and a GIS review of Open Streets Map (OSM) data.  

Exhibit 26 highlights attributes of rail-with-trails in the region that are longer than one mile. The following was 

analyzed to examine each trail:  

• Length: Rail-with-trail length based on RTC’s “September 2023 Rail-with-Trail List.” 

• Offset: Estimated distance from the track centerline to the inner edge of the adjacent trail based on 

Google Earth measurements.  

• Fence Type: Description of fence material and height based on a visual review of Google Earth. A low 

fence is estimated to be 4-feet or shorter; a medium fence is estimated to be between 5 to 6-feet tall; a 

tall fence is estimated to be 7-feet tall or greater. 

• Corridor Status: Active, inactive, or abandoned status based on available railroad operator information. 

• Railroad Type: Description of active railroad services based on available railroad operator information. 

Several rail-with-trails were examined as case studies. The case studies summarize general takeaways from the 

trail design, grade crossings, and safety features.  

Connecticut has one existing rail-with-trail example in Derby, however at 0.2-miles in length, this was not included 

in the case studies table as this portion of trail is solely to pass under Main Street near the Naugatuck River. The 

trail is adjacent to the Metro-North Waterbury Branch Line owned by CTDOT. This trail is shown in Exhibit 25. 

Exhibit 25: Rail-with-Trail example in Derby, CT. This section runs for approximately 0.2-mile. The Derby/Shelton Station is seen in the 
distance. (Source: CTDOT) 
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Exhibit 26: Rail-with-trail Case Studies 

Name State Length 
[Mi.] 

Min. Offset 
[Ft.] 

Fence 
Type 

Corridor 
Status 

Railroad 
type 

Connecticut River 
Walk and Bikeway MA 1.5 18 Medium 

chain link Active Passenger & 
Freight 

Manhan Rail Trail MA 0.65 10 Medium 
chain link Active Passenger & 

Freight 
Mass Central Rail 
Trail (Norwottuck 

Branch) 
MA 1.43 65 None Active Passenger & 

Freight 

Neponset River 
Greenway MA 1.3 9 Medium 

chain link Active Light Rail 

Somerville 
Community Path MA 1.9 10 High 

chain link Active Light Rail 

Southwest Corridor 
Park (Pierre 

Lallement Bike 
Path) 

MA 1.8 8 Retaining wall Active Passenger & 
Freight 

Blackstone River 
Greenway MA + RI 8.7 15 Low 

chain link Active Freight 

Down East Sunrise 
Trail ME 2.6 10 None Inactive N/A 

Eastern 
Promenade Trail ME 1.33 9 None Inactive N/A 

Ellsworth Trail ME 1.3 12 Medium 
chain link Active 

Passenger 
(Scenic Tour 

Trains) 
Kennebec River 

Rail Trail ME 5.4 12 None Inactive N/A 

Mountain Division 
Trail ME 8.5 12 None Inactive N/A 

Papermill Trail ME 1.2 20 None Inactive N/A 
Cheektowaga 
Historic Rails to 

Trails 
NY 1.5 40 Medium 

chain link Active Freight 

Maybrook Trailway NY 26.85 10 None Inactive N/A 
Island Line Rail 

Trail VT 1.5 10 Medium 
chain link Active Passenger & 

Freight 
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Maybrook Trailway 

Location: Hopewell Junction to Brewster, NY 

Railroad Status: Inactive 

Key Design Features: Paved trail 

Other Notes: The Maybrook Trailway is 26.85 miles long within an inactive Metro North two-track corridor. One 

track has been converted to a paved shared-use path while the other track remains inactive. The rail-with-trail is 

10-feet wide for bicycles and pedestrians. There is no fence between the trail and the tracks. In the most 

constrained areas, the offset from the trail to the track centerline is approximately 10 feet. 

Blackstone River Greenway 

Location: Worcester, MA to Providence, RI 

Railroad Status: Active 

Key Design Features: Paved trail; At-Grade crossings 

Other Notes: The Blackstone River Greenway is envisioned to be a 48-mile trail from Worcester, Massachusetts to 

Providence, Rhode Island. There are two segments of rail-with-trail completed so far totaling 8.7 miles along 

active freight corridors. In Massachusetts, the most constrained offset between the trail and the track is 

approximately 10 feet with a tall, chain link fence dividing the track and trail. Meanwhile, there are low, wood slat 

fences where the offset is wider with a tree line. In some sections, the railroad corridor and trail abut the roadway, 

but the trail remains grade separated from the road. Similarly in Rhode Island, a tree line divides the trail and the 

tracks between the 24-foot offset, while a tall, chain link fence is used where the offset is tighter. Following the 

Providence and Worcester railroad, the trail also passes below-grade crossings underneath street bridges and 

at-grade crossings featuring crosswalks with designated bicycle and pedestrian signage. 

Burlington Greenway 

Location: Burlington, VT 

Railroad Status: Active 

Key Design Features: Paved trail 

Other Notes: The Burlington Greenway includes 1.5 miles of paved rail-with-trail along an active train corridor. 

The rail-with-trail passes Burlington Union Station adjacent to tracks serving both freight and passenger trains. 

The trail is offset from the track centerline by approximately 10 feet, and a low, chain link fence separates the trail 

from the track. The trail is about 10 feet wide and open to pedestrians and bicyclists.  
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Manhan Rail Trail 

Location: Northampton, MA 

Railroad Status: Active 

Key Design Features: Paved trail 

Other Notes: The Manhan Rail Trail is 0.65 miles long adjacent to an active railroad corridor. The trail is paved 

and about 11-feet wide. A standard chain link fence divides the trail from the tracks with an approximate 10-foot 

offset. The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) owns the railroad with active freight service, 

as well as the Amtrak Vermonter and Valley Flyer passenger lines. This trail is a section of the New Haven & 

Northampton Canal Greenway envisioned to connect 81 miles of trails between Connecticut and Massachusetts.   

Somerville Community Path 

Location: Somerville, MA 

Railroad Status: Active 

Key Design Features: Paved trail; Grade crossings 

Other Notes: This rail-with-trail is 1.9 miles along the active Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) 

Green Line in Somerville. A tall, chain link fence and short guardrail separate the trail from the track by 

approximately 10 feet. The trail elevation slopes between the road and railway. While the light rail passes beneath 

bridges, the trail includes both at-grade and grade-separated crossings across roadways.  
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Exhibit 27: Rail-with-trail along active railroad corridors.  
Upper left: Blackstone River Greenway (Source: Google Earth) 
Upper right: Burlington Greenway (Source: Stephen Mease Photography) 
Lower left: Manhan Rail Trail (Source: Google Earth) 
Lower right: Somerville Community Path (Source: Google Earth) 
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ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS 

Alternatives within and adjacent to the Griffin Line study area were identified for analysis. This included 

alternatives within the ROW, but also included options off the Griffin Line corridor that could be considered as well. 

Three alternatives in total were reviewed:  

• Northeast Alternative: This alternative includes rail-with-trail on the north or east side of the railroad. 

Railroad relocation is necessary between Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and Garden Street in this alternative. 

• Southwest Alternative: This alternative includes rail-with-trail on the south or west side of the railroad. A 

2,500-foot extent between Annie Fisher Magnet School and Hawk Drive (University of Hartford) is located 

on Mark Twain Drive ROW, and UHart property to avoid environmental constraints in this area. 

• Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative: This alternative extends between Garden Street and Plainfield 

Street and utilizes areas outside the Griffin Line ROW. This is accomplished with 1) a shared-use sidepath 

constructed along Homestead Avenue, 2) use of the planned sidepath in design by the City of Hartford on 

the north side of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) between Westbourne Parkway and Mark Twain Drive, and 3) 

a sidepath along Mark Twain Drive. 

Tobey Road to Park Avenue 

Alternatives between Tobey Road and Park Avenue were previously reviewed as part of the Cross Town Trail 

Study and as part of the broader Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study. Both these efforts are summarized 

in the sections above. This memorandum accepts the findings of the Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study which 

found a rail-with-trail alignment on the Griffin Line between Tobey Road and Route 218 to be not preferred due to 

environmental constraints and crossing at an unsignalized intersection at Route 218. However, this memo 

proposes to advance the routing to the east of the Copaco Shopping Center (as shown in Exhibit 5) as the 

preferred alternative for connections between Tobey Road and Park Avenue. This alternative is preferred 

regardless of the alternative selected to the south of Tobey Road.   
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Northeast (NE) Alternative 

An alternative on the northeast side of the railroad was initially identified by iQuilt as their preferred location of a 

trail due to ease of access to properties on the south side of Homestead Avenue. It is envisioned that a trail in this 

location could be a feature in efforts to redevelop properties in the Homestead Avenue corridor, in addition to 

providing a non-motorized off-road route for area residents. 

A mapbook detailing this alternative and cross sections at section locations are provided in the Appendix, and key 

considerations are presented below:  
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Exhibit 28: Key considerations at cross section locations for the Northeast Alternative (Red text indicates values less than CTDOT 
preferred offset of 20-feet). Cross sections are located in the Appendix. 

Northeast (NE) Alternative Key Considerations 
Cross 

Section ID 
Cross Section 

Location 
Trail Offset from 

RR Centerline 
Easement 
Required Other Notes 

1 51 Homestead 
Avenue 15 feet Yes Requires railroad realignment. 

2 Sigourney 
Street 

36 feet (Alt NE-A)/ 
17 feet (Alt NE-B) No 

Trail routed through unoccupied flanking 
span (Alt. NE-A) or main span with realigned 

railroad (Alt. NE-B). 

3 

Between 
Sigourney 
Street and 
Woodland 

Street 

22 feet No  

4 Woodland 
Street 15 feet Yes 

Requires railroad realignment. 
Requires reconstruction of Woodland Street 

bridge to 40-foot span length (min.). 
Trail adjacent to retaining wall and building. 

5 
333 

Homestead 
Avenue 

11 feet No 
Requires railroad realignment. 

Adjacent to building and loading dock / 
parking lot. 

6 
367 

Homestead 
Avenue 

17 feet No  

7 
425 

Homestead 
Avenue 

12 feet No Requires railroad realignment. 
Adjacent building on property side. 

8 
Route 44 
(Albany 
Avenue) 

10 feet No 

Requires railroad realignment. 
Trail routed under existing bridge with 

realigned railroad. 
Requires pylon relocation or reduced trail 

width through constrained area. 

9 Village at Park 
River 26 feet No  

10 
Weaver High 

School Football 
Field 

50 feet No Utilizes City of Hartford property at Weaver 
High School. 

11 
Weaver High 

School 
Baseball Field 

34 feet No Utilizes City of Hartford property at Weaver 
High School. 
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Exhibit 29: Northeast Alternative summary map. See Appendix for detailed mapbook. Numbers show general location of each cross 
section. 

  

[1] 
[2] 

[3] 
[4] 

[5] 

[6] 

[8] 

[9] 

[10] 

[11] 

[7] 
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Garden Street to Plainfield Street 

The Northeast Alternative would likely require rail realignment for an approximate 1.25-mile extent between 

Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue) due to adjacent buildings at many locations along this segment as 

noted in the Existing Conditions section above. A feasible realignment was evaluated and documented in the 

Appendix. Constraints on the south side of the railroad including 156 Woodland Street (Austin Organs) and the 

Park River floodplain limit the extent the rail may be realigned to the south through this entire section. In addition, 

realignment would likely require the reconstruction of the at-grade crossing at Garden Street. 

While the realignment of the railroad would allow for the minimum horizontal clearance for a trail as noted in the 

cross sections in the Appendix, some locations would require easements for additional ROW. Additionally, this 

alternative would be relatively constrained compared to the Southwest Alternative presented in the following 

section. Typical constraints include many of the nearby adjacent buildings to the north side of the ROW. See 

Exhibit 30 for an example of this typical constraints with adjacent buildings such as near 333 Homestead Avenue. 

Exhibit 30: Cross Section excerpt of the Northeast Alternative, Location 5 (at 333 Homestead Avenue). See the Appendix for all cross 
sections. 

 

Just south of the Route 44 (Albany Avenue) bridge, Eversource maintains two electrical transmission pylons 

approximately 14-feet off the existing rail centerline. While realignment of the railroad southwestward in this area 

would provide for approximately 19-foot offset between rail centerline and these pylons, this would still result in a 

constrained area between these two features. This constraint could reduce the effective trail width to 5-feet or less 

in this area (when accounting for 2-foot shy distances from adjacent vertical objects such as the fence and pylon). 

Therefore, this alternative includes the relocation of these two pylons further east to provide adequate clearance 

for a trail of sufficient width. This relocation would likely come at a considerable cost and require coordination 
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with Eversource. See Exhibit 31 for the area near Route 44 (Albany Avenue) bridge which shows railroad relocation 

in addition to relocation of the transmission pylons. 

Exhibit 31: Cross Section excerpt of the Northeast Alternative, Location 8 (at Route 44 bridge). See the Appendix for all cross sections. 

 

Between Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and Plainfield Street, the Northeast Alternative is routed outside the existing 

pylons and is located within an easement maintained by Eversource. Generally, Eversource maintains an 

easement 15-foot off center on both sides of the rail in this area. This places a trail approximately 26-feet offset 

the railroad centerline. There is flexibility in this area to provide additional offset to the railroad, however, this 

should be weighed against a trail location closer to residential properties fronting Granby Street. 

Of note, only three of the cross-section locations for the Northeast Alternative between Garden Street and 

Plainfield Street (Location 2 under Sigourney Street bridge, Location 3 west of Sigourney Street, and Location 9 

north of Route 44) meet CTDOT’s preference for a trail offset of 20-feet minimum. All other locations include a trail 

offset between 10 to 20-feet. While this exceeds CTDOT’s minimum allowable standard, a greater offset is 

preferred. In addition, a reduced offset may require additional barriers and/or fencing to be installed between 

the trail and the railroad. CTDOT’s Griffin Line Rail with Trail Design Guidelines provides guidance for a Solid Non-

Scalable Barrier in trails with offsets between 10-20 feet.  

Plainfield Street to Tobey Road 

The segment between Plainfield Street and Tobey Road is similar to the section between Route 44 (Albany 

Avenue) and Plainfield Street. This section is characterized by existing pylons and Eversource easement 15-foot off 

center on both sides of the rail line. Generally, a trail within the ROW, but within Eversource easement, is feasible 

outside the pylons located in this area. Coordination with Eversource should be undertaken in future stages of the 

project, and key considerations are listed in the Preferred Alignment section below.  
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Just south of Weaver High School there is a drainage channel which flows towards the North Branch of the Park 

River. Within this area the Northeast Alternative shifts eastward to traverse this area over an existing culvert on 

Weaver High School property. The Northeast Alternative continues north through Weaver High School property. It 

is expected that some form of fencing between the trail and Weaver High School would be preferred by school 

officials. While the route could be located entirely within Griffin Line ROW, the cross-sections for this alternative 

demonstrate that use of both Griffin Line ROW and City of Hartford property could allow for a less constrained 

trail area. See Exhibit 32 for this area. 

Exhibit 32: Cross Section excerpt of the Northeast Alternative, Location 11 (at Weaver High School Baseball Fields). See the Appendix 
for all cross sections. 

 

The Northeast Alternative connects to the preferred route to Bloomfield Center at Tobey Road as described in the 

prior section. The trail would connect to Tobey Road via a University of Hartford-owned parcel. This location was 

identified as a potential trailhead and parking location.  
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Southwest (SW) Alternative 

A trail alternative was also evaluated on the southwest side of the railroad tracks. Generally, this area included 

more flexibility over alternatives to the northeast of the railroad tracks in the segment between Garden Street to 

Route 44 (Albany Avenue). This is because the rail line in this area favors the north side of the ROW and 

Homestead Avenue buildings were generally built adjacent to the rail line. North of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) the 

rail line does not feature nearby industrial uses. This segment is defined by several key considerations including 

the Village at Park River redevelopment, the Annie Fisher Magnet School, a pond on the east side of Mark Twain 

Drive which fronts the railroad, and the University of Hartford campus. These considerations are further detailed 

below. 
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Exhibit 33: Key considerations at cross section locations for the Southwest Alternative. (Red text indicates values less than CTDOT 
preferred offset). Cross sections are located in the Appendix. 

Southwest (SW) Alternative Key Considerations 
Cross 

Section ID 
Cross Section 

Location 
Trail Offset from 

RR Centerline 
Easement 
Required 

Other Notes 

1 51 Homestead 
Avenue 

14-feet *(See Note) Yes Realignment of private drive likely required. 
While the trail is 14-foot offset rail centerline, 

existing ROW line (and fencing) approximately 
15-feet from rail center. Much of trail to be 

constructed in acquired easement. 
2 Sigourney Street 36-feet No Trail routed through unoccupied flanking span. 
3 Between 

Sigourney Street 
and Woodland 

Street 

32-feet No  

4 Woodland Street 13-feet Yes Trail routed under Woodland Street via new 
culvert through bridge sidewall or reconstructed 

bridge. Alternative includes at-grade crossing 
at Woodland Drive signal.  

Approx. 250-feet constrained area with <20-
foot offset from RR centerline (near 156 

Woodland Street, Austin Organs).   
5 333 Homestead 

Avenue 
36 feet (Alt SW-A)/  
10 feet (Alt SW-B) 

No Potential floodplain based on available 
mapping in Alt. SW-A location. Boardwalk or 

other design features may need to be included.   
6 367 Homestead 

Avenue 
20-feet No Recommended connection to Homestead 

Avenue with at-grade crossing of RR in this 
location. Not required for mainline of trail.  

7 425 Homestead 
Avenue 

30-feet No  

8 Route 44 (Albany 
Avenue) 

50-feet Yes Trail routed under Route 44 (Albany Avenue) 
with new culvert to west of existing bridge. 
Easement from Connecticut Light & Power 

(Eversource) required for approach to 
proposed culvert under Route 44. 

9 Village at Park 
River 

52-feet Yes Easement required from Hartford Housing 
Authority / Village at Park River. Trail in this 

location is compatible with masterplan of site 
redevelopment.  

10 Weaver High 
School Football 

Field 

20-feet No Located on embankment between rail line and 
water body. Likely structure required.  

11 Weaver High 
School Baseball 

Field 

26-feet No* - See 
Note 

ROW varies in this area. Easements may be 
required from the University of Hartford in some 
locations. Additionally, coordination with UHart 
on continuous connection (no fencing) should 

be pursued. 
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Exhibit 34: Southwest Alternative summary map. See Appendix for detailed mapbook. Numbers show general location of each cross 
section. 

  

[1] 
[2] 

[3] 
[4] 

[5] 

[6] 

[8] 

[9] 

[10] 

[11] 

[7] 
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Garden Street to Plainfield Street 

This alternative presents an option for rail-with-trail on the southwest side of the railroad tracks. Review of the 

critical locations in this report found that this alternative is compatible without the need for realignment of the 

existing freight railroad tracks between Garden Street and Plainfield Street as required in the Northeast 

Alternative. This is a major benefit of this alternative which potentially reduces project complexity and associated 

costs and project timelines.  

However, a trail on the southwest side of the tracks presents design challenges to a key objective of trail planning 

in this corridor – connectivity to properties fronting Homestead Avenue as an amenity in future redevelopment of 

these parcels. To mitigate this concern, this alternative features connections to the north side of the railroad tracks 

on average of every 1/3-mile intervals. These connections are located as follows:  

• Garden Street: Connection to Homestead Avenue can be achieved with the existing at-grade crossing of 

Garden Street. A connector trail and/or streetscape fronting Garden Street and Homestead Avenue could 

be constructed to connect to 51 Homestead Avenue. 

• West of Sigourney Street: Connection to Homestead Avenue in the vicinity of Sigourney Street is proposed 

as a new trail bridge over the rail line connecting the main alignment of the Southwest Alternative to 

Homestead Avenue. This trail bridge would utilize the City of Hartford property at 135 Homestead Avenue 

and could be incorporated into redevelopment of city-owned property at 319/325 Sigourney Street. A 

north-side connector trail under Sigourney Street (through the unoccupied bridge span similar to that 

proposed on the south side) could connect to redevelopment at the city-owned property at 111 Homestead 

Avenue and Saint Francis-owned property at 51 Homestead Avenue. Key considerations should include 

ADA compliance and adequate vertical clearance for the railroad below. Initial planning in this 

memorandum assumed a vertical clearance similar to that of Woodland Street (18-feet), however this 

should be evaluated further in future design stages of trail development in the corridor in coordination 

with CTDOT.   

Review of other connections to Homestead Avenue in the area of Sigourney Street included: 

o An at-grade trail crossing of Sigourney Avenue - Dismissed due to safety concerns of trail crossing 

Sigourney Street due to traffic volumes and speeds and potential impacts to a residence at 306 

Sigourney Street. 

o Providing secondary connector trail ramping up to the Sigourney Street bridge – While likely feasible, 

this option was not preferred as this would result in two narrower side-by-side trail alignments with a 

retaining wall of significant height between 10-20 feet. The primary alignment would be located closer 

to the railroad tracks. This alignment would serve as the mainline of the trail and be routed under an 

unoccupied span of the Sigourney Street bridge. Immediately adjacent to this alignment to the south 

(towards Sargeant Street) would be a connection ramp which would connect to Sigourney Street. 
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Given the grade separation of 10-20 feet between the two trail alignments near Sigourney Street, 

there would be the need for a retaining wall of significant size (both height and length) in this area. 

This retaining wall could be imposing for trail users and distract from the trail environment sought in 

the corridor. 

• Woodland Street: Connection to Homestead Avenue is accomplished with ramp connector trails between 

the trail mainline and the south side of the Woodland Street bridge on either side of the bridge. On the 

east side of the bridge this utilizes city-owned property at 158 Woodland Street, while the west side of the 

bridge utilizes privately held property at Woodland Drive. The connection to Homestead Avenue could be 

improved with a connector trail and/or streetscape on the Woodland Street bridge to connect to 

Homestead Avenue.  

• Baltimore Street: Connection to Homestead Avenue is proposed via an at-grade railroad crossing to city-

owned property at 395 Homestead Avenue. This connection could be complemented with a connector 

trail on the north side of the railroad tracks which could connect to multiple parcels on the north side of the 

railroad tracks. While it is expected that this at-grade crossing may need to clear significant permitting 

and/or legal hurdles (for example, at-grade crossing within Connecticut require an act of the state 

legislature), this at-grade crossing is not necessary for the completion of the mainline of the trail and 

could be implemented in a future phase following the completion of the mainline of the trail. Furthermore, 

additional at-grade crossings are generally viewed as undesirable by CTDOT Office of Rail due to safety 

concerns.  

• Route 44 (Albany Avenue): Connection to Homestead Avenue can be accomplished via the Albany 

Avenue sidepath currently in design by the City of Hartford. The sidepath is anticipated to be located on 

the northside of Route 44. Ample ROW between Route 44 and private property on the north side of the 

road allows the space needed for an exit from the proposed culvert and connection to the sidepath 

planned by the City. 

Cross sections in the following pages show critical locations of the trail between Garden Street and Route 44. 

Note, full cross sections for all locations are available in the Appendix.  

• Exhibit 35 shows the southwest alternative near 51 Homestead Avenue. At this location, the alternative 

would require an easement. The existing fence line would be reconstructed and slightly shifted closer to 

the railroad. 

• Exhibit 36 shows the southwest alternative between Sigourney Street and Woodland Street. The ROW is 

approximately 100-feet in this location. In this area, the trail would be constructed approximately 32-feet 

off the railroad center, and up part of the embankment closer to the multi-family housing which fronts 

Sargeant Street. This would allow the trail to tie into a proposed bridge connecting to the parcels fronting 

Homestead Avenue as discussed previously. 
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• Exhibit 37 shows the southwest alternative just east of Woodland Street. At this location there is a constraint 

with Austin Organs building, however this pinch point is not consistent due to the building layout and 

geometry of the train tracks. The southwest alternative would then pass under Woodland Street via a new 

culvert south of the existing bridge span. 

• Exhibit 38 shows the southwest alternative in the area of Route 44. This alternative would see a new culvert 

built under Route 44 just west of the existing bridge span. 

Between Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and Plainfield Street, this alternative is proposed to be routed on City of 

Hartford-owned property as part of the redevelopment of the Village at Park River. The closest features within this 

site (parking lot) are approximately 100-feet offset the railroad centerline. The area between the parking lot and 

Griffin Line was utilized as excess site fill during the redevelopment of the site and currently features a berm in this 

area. This may need to be considered in the siting of a trail in this location. The redevelopment of this site also 

includes a shared use path through the site development which was considered in alternatives through this area 

in the Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative. 

Exhibit 35: Cross Section excerpt of the Southwest Alternative, Location 1 (at 51 Homestead Avenue). See the Appendix for all cross 
sections. 
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Exhibit 36: Cross Section excerpt of the Southwest Alternative, Location 3 (between Sigourney Street and Woodland Street). See the 
Appendix for all cross sections. 

 

 

Exhibit 37: Cross Section excerpt of the Southwest Alternative, Location 4 (at Woodland Street). See the Appendix for all cross sections. 
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Exhibit 38: Cross Section excerpt of the Southwest Alternative, Location 8 (at Route 44). See the Appendix for all cross sections. 

 

Plainfield Street to Tobey Road 

The Southwest Alternative continues along the Griffin Line between the rail line and the Annie Fisher Magnet 

School until it turns west to follow the ballfields to connect with Mark Twain Drive. This section is characterized by 

existing pylons and Eversource easement 15-foot off center on both sides of the rail line. Generally, a trail within 

the ROW, but within Eversource easement, is feasible outside the pylons located in this area. Coordination with 

Eversource should be undertaken in future stages of the project, and key considerations are listed in the Preferred 

Alignment section below.  

The shift to Mark Twain Drive is necessary due to environmental constraints between the Annie Fisher School and 

the University of Hartford campus including surface water (pond), wetlands, floodplains, a culvert, and significant 

slopes adjacent to the rail line. The trail continues as a sidepath on Mark Twain Drive to the access point at the 

University of Hartford.  

Access between Mark Twain Drive and the Griffin Line corridor must traverse University of Hartford property. This 

entrance to the UHart campus is currently gated at all times for vehicular and non-motorized users. A new trail 

alignment here could result in a potential new connection into the campus. Additionally, a trail connection 

between Mark Twain Drive and the Griffin Line could require changes at the “Lot G” parking lot.  

This alternative continues north within Griffin Line ROW within the Eversource easement and outside the existing 

pylons which are approximately 15-foot off center of the rail line. It is recommended that fencing is not installed 

on the UHart side of the path as this would result in a narrow corridor approximately 20-feet in width between the 
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rail-side fence and a fence along Hawk Drive. A narrow width between two fence lines should generally be 

avoided in trail development.  

North of the UHart campus, the alternative traverses through UHart-owned parcels to Tobey Road in Bloomfield. 

This area features pockets of wetlands which should be considered during a future design stage.   
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Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative 

In addition to alternatives within the Griffin Line, the Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative identifies a route which 

is immediately adjacent to, but outside of, the Griffin Line corridor. This alternative was identified to fully compare 

options for a trail within the corridor. A summary map of this alternative is shown in Exhibit 39. This alternative 

included:  

• Homestead Avenue: The concept would include a reconstruction of Homestead Avenue for approximately 

1.1-miles between Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue) to allow for the inclusion of a 12-foot 

shared-use sidepath on the south side of the street. While this roadway varies in width throughout, the 

most constrained section near Burton Street is currently 36-ft curb-to-curb within a 50-ft ROW. The 

proposed cross section for this alternative in this location is shown in Exhibit 40. While separated 

pedestrian and bicycle facilities may be preferred, the 50-foot ROW in some areas of this roadway may 

preclude this feature. The concept also includes work to reconfigure traffic signals at Sigourney Street and 

Woodland Street to accommodate the trail.  

• Route 44 (Albany Avenue): This alternative would incorporate a portion of the Route 44 (Albany Avenue) 

sidepath currently in design by the City of Hartford between Westbourne Parkway and Mark Twain Drive. 

• Mark Twain Drive: This alternative would include the construction of a sidepath on the west side of Mark 

Twain Drive between the roadway and the Park River. While the concept anticipates that a sidepath could 

be constructed to the west of the existing curbline, environmental constraints related to the Park River 

should be considered in siting a sidepath in this location. Alternatively, Mark Twain Drive could be 

narrowed to allow for the construction of a sidepath which could reduce any environmental impact of this 

concept. Modifications to Mark Twain Drive is not included in the estimate of this alternative. Additionally, 

a secondary alignment was identified through the Village at Park River which utilizes the existing shared-

use path through that site development and shown in Exhibit 41. Coordination with the developer and 

residents should be a part of the process if this route should be selected, and consideration for the use of 

this trail (e.g., front doors of town homes are located on the trail) should be considered.   

Alignments outside the Griffin Line corridor between Plainfield Street and Tobey Road were considered but are 

not included in this alternative. The Southwest Alternative in this area already includes significant routing off the 

Griffin Line corridor with a sidepath on Mark Twain Drive north of Plainfield Street and utilization of University of 

Hartford-owned property. If an alternative entirely outside the Griffin Line ROW is preferred, the Southwest 

Alternative could be modified slightly to be entirely within Mark Twain Drive ROW and UHart-owned property.  

A key consideration for any alternative is the number of at-grade crossings required. With each at-grade crossing 

there is additional safety risk for a trail route as this introduces conflict areas between vehicles and trail users. 

Additionally, at-grade crossings could limit the appeal for the trail route for trail users (especially for less 
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experienced trail users such as children). While both rail-with-trail alternatives have zero at-grade crossings 

between Garden Street and Plainfield Street, this alternative could have four at-grade crossings of roadways with 

additional crossings of driveways. These at-grade crossings should be considered in review of a preferred 

alternative as they pose safety risk for trail users. 
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Exhibit 39: Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative summary map. 
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Exhibit 40: Proposed cross section for Homestead Avenue east of Burton Street for the Homestead / Mark Twain Alternative. 

 
 

Exhibit 41: Shared use path through the Village at Park River redevelopment currently partially finished. 
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Alternative Comparison 

In order to select a preferred alternative, a comparison of all three alternatives is presented. These alternatives 

are reviewed against the following criteria:  

• Order-of-Magnitude Costs: Rough, order-of-magnitude costs are prepared for planning purposes only. 

Higher cost trails may be harder to fund and complete. 

• Potential Economic Benefits: Considerations for how a trail may or may not impact economic 

development opportunities in the corridor. 

• Anticipated Project Complexity / Duration: While a construction schedule is not set as part of this 

memorandum, it is generally assumed that additional project elements and stakeholders could increase 

project duration by several years or more. A trail which can be completed within a reasonable time 

horizon is preferred. 

• Rail & Traffic Safety for Trail Users: A safe trail design for all users, especially trail users, is paramount. In 

the context of trail design within the railroad ROW, key considerations could include at-grade crossings of 

the railroad, and any separation and/or barriers proposed to prevent trespassing on the railroad. 

However, safety of a potential trail within the railroad ROW should be compared to alternatives of a trail 

routing alternatives within a roadway ROW. In many cases, alternatives within the roadway ROW will 

include additional at-grade crossings which could pose greater safety risk to trail users compared to rail-

with-trail alternatives. Findings reported in the RWT Guide suggest that the vast majority (81%) of fatalities 

within rail corridors are related to individuals who intended suicide (Pg. 20 of RWT guide). This statistic 

underscores the differences in safety considerations when comparing trail options within a railroad 

corridor versus roadway corridor.  

• Trail Connectivity to Adjacent Properties, Neighborhoods and Destinations: Considerations for how well 

alternatives interconnect to adjacent properties, especially properties with redevelopment potential, and 

the surrounding neighborhoods. 

• Impacts to Railroad Operations during Construction: Considerations for railroad operations during 

construction could include periodic or prolonged closure of the railroad to allow for realignment. Any 

interruption in rail service and operations is viewed as highly unfavorable by CTDOT Office of Rail.    

• Impacts to Railroad Operations post-Construction: Considerations for railroad operations following 

construction. For example, trails in close proximity to railroads may need to be shut down during 

maintenance activities. 

• On-Going Operations, Maintenance and Security Costs: Considerations for on-going operations, 

maintenance, and security for the trail, especially for locations that may not be visible from adjacent 

streets.  
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Order-of-Magnitude Costs 

Order-of-magnitude cost estimates for each alternative are detailed in the Appendix and summarized in Exhibit 

42. These are derived based on a base cost for development of a 14-foot trail plus major infrastructure items 

required for each alternative.  

Cost estimates for the Homestead Avenue alternative are based on the assumption that major reconstruction to 

reduce roadway widths to accommodate lateral space for a trail would be required. This would require major 

infrastructure modifications to curb lines and associated impacts to drainage. In addition, signalized intersections 

at Sigourney Street and Woodland Street would require substantiative modifications. Order-of-magnitude costs 

for this section are based on general streetscape costs for major reconstruction recently completed or underway 

in the city (Maple Avenue, Farmington Avenue, Jewell Street etc.). Mark Twain Drive does not carry the same costs 

for major reconstruction or streetscape improvements as it is assumed that a trail to the west of the current 

curbline could be constructed with minimal impact to the Mark Twain Driveway roadway. 

Each alternative is broken into two segments, Garden Street to Plainfield Street and Plainfield Street to Tobey 

Road. This matches alternative descriptions above and reflects a preferred alignment that could utilize the existing 

at-grade crossing at Plainfield Street to align with the most logical route.  

Exhibit 42: Order-of-Magnitude Cost Estimates for Each Alternative (for planning purposes only) 

 Northeast Alternative Southwest Alternative Mark Twain Drive / 
Homestead Avenue 

Garden Street to 
Plainfield Street $31 - $38 M $26 - $33 M * $24 - $30M 

Plainfield Street to Tobey 
Road $4 - $6 M * $4 - $6 M No Alignment Identified** 

Total $35 – 44 M $30 – 39 M N/A** 
Notes: 
* Denotes selected alternative of the Preferred Alignment. Preferred Alignment total cost approximately $30-39M.  
** The Mark Twain Drive / Homestead Avenue alternative only covers the area between Garden Street and 
Plainfield Street. Thus, no total cost is reported. The Southwest Alternative could be utilized for an off-corridor 
alternative in this area utilizing property owned by the University of Hartford. 

Economic Development Considerations 

Economic development considerations were explored by E-Consult Solutions Inc. (ESI), a consulting firm 

specializing in the evaluation of economic and fiscal outcomes of programs and developments across various 

government agencies. ESI documented several items for consideration when determining a preferred alignment 

through the Griffin Line corridor. A quantitative analysis of the two alternatives was first proposed, however, 

following discussions with ESI this was modified to a qualitative review as presented here. This was based on 

discussions that there would be very negligible differences between the two trail alignments. These considerations 

are presented in a separate memorandum within the Appendix and summarized below: 
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 Southwest Alternative Northeast Alternative 
Trail usage as a driver of economic 
impact 

Pros: 
• Trail could play supporting role 

in economic development. 

Pros: 
• Trail could play supporting role 

in economic development. 
Cons: 
• Active rail line could discourage 

rail use. 

Cons: 
• Active rail line could discourage 

rail use. 
Property value impacts Pros: 

• Could modestly boost values of 
complementary uses (residential, 
job centers, pedestrian friendly 
commercial areas) 

Pros: 
• Could modestly boost values of 

complementary uses (residential, 
job centers, pedestrian friendly 
commercial areas) 

Cons: 
• No impact to industrial or large-

footprint commercial areas. 

Cons: 
• No impact to industrial or large-

footprint commercial areas. 
The trail’s role in Homestead Avenue’s 
economic development 

Pros: 
• N/A 

Pros: 
• Direct access to properties on 

Homestead Avenue 
Cons: 
• No direct access to Homestead 

Avenue. Access can be mitigated 
with frequent crossing points. 

Cons: 
• Adjacent vacant or underutilized 

properties on Homestead 
Avenue may discourage trail 
usage 

Trade-offs involved in removing rail 
access to nearby properties 

Pros: 
• N/A 

Pros: 
• N/A 

Cons: 
• N/A 

Cons: 
• Trail on north side removes 

future potential for cargo 
transport by rail for industrial 
parcels on Homestead Avenue 

 

Other Considerations 

All other considerations noted above are discussed in Exhibit 43 below. This includes comparison of the following:  

• Anticipated Project Complexity / Duration 

• Rail & Traffic Safety for Trail Users  

• Trail Connectivity to Adjacent Properties, Neighborhoods and Destinations 

• Impacts to Railroad Operations during Construction 

• Impacts to Railroad Operations post-Construction 

• On-Going Operations, Maintenance and Security Costs
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Exhibit 43: Other Considerations for Each Alternative (Continues on following pages) 

 Extent Southwest Alternative Northeast Alternative Mark Twain Drive / Homestead 
Avenue 

Anticipated Project 
Complexity / Duration 
 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• ROW and site work at 20 
Sargent St could add complexity 
to project.  

• Woodland Street bridge could 
add complexity to the project. 
However, alternative to cross at-
grade at Woodland Drive 
provides interim option.  

• Trail bridge and at-grade rail 
crossing could add complexity to 
the project. However, these 
connector trails could be 
programmed in a future phase. 

• Realignment of railroad and 
relocation of transmission towers 
could add several years to 
project duration.  

• Woodland Street bridge 
replacement (with wider span) 
could add complexity to the 
project. Additionally, this may 
require repayment of original 
grant money to FHWA.  

• Streetscape project may disrupt 
traffic flows and business access. 
Accommodations of traffic flow 
and access may add complexity 
to the project and could add to 
project duration.  

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Significant coordination with the 
University of Hartford is required. 
Securing permanent easements 
and acceptance of design 
considerations (e.g., no fence on 
university side) may be difficult.  

• Coordination with Eversource 
required for trail construction in 
Eversource easement. 

• Locating the trail behind Granby 
Street residences may require 
additional outreach and 
coordination.  

• Coordination with Eversource 
required for trail construction in 
Eversource easement. 
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Exhibit 43: Other Considerations for Each Alternative (Continued) 

 Extent Southwest Alternative Northeast Alternative Mark Twain Drive / Homestead 
Avenue 

Rail & Traffic Safety for 
Trail Users 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• Greater separation from RR vs. 
Northeast Alternative. Some 
sections of trail (approx. 1,200 LF 
or 13% of segment) are within 
10-20 feet of rail center.  

• Mid-height (4-6-foot) fencing 
mitigates trespassing concern 
on railroad.  

• At-grade rail crossing for 
connector trail to Baltimore 
Street poses risks which will be 
mitigated in design. 

• Significant lengths of trail 
(approx. 5,150 LF or 57% of 
segment) within 10-20 feet of rail 
center.  

• Mid-height (4-6-foot) fencing 
mitigates trespassing concern on 
railroad.  

 

• Four at-grade crossings 
(Sigourney, Woodland, Albany, 
and Mark Twain Drive) pose 
highest risk for traffic / rail safety 
to trail users. 

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Alternative includes sidepath 
along Mark Twain Drive. At-
grade crossings of roadways 
likely required. 

• Limited traffic & rail safety 
concerns. 
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Exhibit 43: Other Considerations for Each Alternative (Continued) 

 Extent Southwest Alternative Northeast Alternative Mark Twain Drive / Homestead 
Avenue 

Impacts to Railroad 
Operations during 
Construction 
 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• Trail construction would require 
significant coordination with 
active railroad.  

• Railroad may require periodic or 
prolonged closure during 
realignment.  

• None 

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Limited anticipated impacts.  • Limited anticipated impacts.   

Impacts to Railroad 
Operations post-
Construction 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• Railroad maintenance activities 
may require closure and/or use 
of trail.  

• Railroad maintenance activities 
may require closure and/or use 
of trail.  

• None 

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Limited anticipated impacts.  • Limited anticipated impacts.   

Trail Connectivity to 
Adjacent Properties, 
Neighborhoods and 
Destinations 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• Connector trails to northside of 
railroad provide good 
connectivity to Homestead 
Avenue and parcels with 
redevelopment opportunities.  

• Alignment adjacent to 
Homestead Avenue properties 
allows for direct connection to 
trail in select locations.  

• While trail is well connected 
within neighborhood, this design 
does not serve as a destination 
for the neighborhood. 

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Connectivity integrated into 
UHart campus. 

• Connectivity to Blue Hills 
neighborhood at electric 
substation, Weaver High School 
and/or Willow Creek Apartments 

• Connectivity to UHart 
maintained through connector 
trails and/or loop trail 
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Exhibit 43: Other Considerations for Each Alternative (Continued) 

 Extent Southwest Alternative Northeast Alternative Mark Twain Drive / Homestead 
Avenue 

On-Going Operations, 
Maintenance and 
Security Costs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

• Trail may have time-of-day 
restrictions (e.g. closed at dusk) 
which could limit benefit for trail 
users. 

• Trail may require special security 
considerations / patrols. 

• Trail may require special 
maintenance operations to 
ensure state of good repair. 

• Trail may have time-of-day 
restrictions (e.g. closed at dusk) 
which could limit benefit for trail 
users. 

• Trail may require special security 
considerations / patrols. 

• Trail may require special 
maintenance operations to 
ensure state of good repair. 

• On street facility open 24/7. 
• No requirement for special 

maintenance and security 
operations.  

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 

• Much of trail is located within 
street ROW and could be open 
24/7. 

• Partnership with UHart could 
limit the need for additional 
security considerations / patrols. 

• Routine maintenance 
agreements with UHart (e.g., 
snow removal) could be 
explored. 

• Trail may have time-of-day 
restrictions (e.g. closed at dusk) 
which could limit benefit for trail 
users. 

• Trail may require special security 
considerations / patrols. 

• Trail may require special 
maintenance operations to 
ensure state of good repair. 

 

Other Garden Street 
to Plainfield 
Street 

  • Parking would be eliminated on 
Homestead Avenue to allow for 
trail development in Homestead 
ROW.  

Plainfield 
Street to 
Tobey Road 
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Summary Comparison 

Based on the information summarized above, a relative qualitative ranking is provided in Exhibit 44 and Exhibit 

45. These comparison charts are only meant to convey the strengths and weaknesses of each alternative.  

 : High performing alternative 

 : Moderate performing alternative 

 : Low performing alternative 

Alternatives which rank similarly were assigned the same qualitative score if applicable.  

Exhibit 44: Summary Alternative Chart for Study Area between Garden Street and Plainfield Street 

 Southwest 
Alternative 

Northeast 
Alternative 

Mark Twain Drive / 
Homestead Avenue 

Order-of-Magnitude Costs    
Potential Economic Benefits    

Anticipated Project Duration / Complexity    
Rail & Traffic Safety for Trail Users    

Trail Connectivity to Adjacent Properties, 
Neighborhoods and Destinations    

Impacts to Railroad Operations during 
Construction    

Impacts to Railroad Operations post-
Construction    

On-Going Operations, Maintenance and 
Security Costs    

 
Exhibit 45: Summary Alternative Chart for Study Area between Plainfield Street and Tobey Road 

 Southwest 
Alternative 

Northeast 
Alternative 

Order-of-Magnitude Costs   
Potential Economic Benefits   

Anticipated Project Duration / Complexity   
Rail & Traffic Safety for Trail Users   

Trail Connectivity to Adjacent Properties, 
Neighborhoods and Destinations   

Impacts to Railroad Operations during 
Construction   

Impacts to Railroad Operations post-
Construction   

On-Going Operations, Maintenance and 
Security Costs   
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AGENCY AND STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION  

Site Visit 

A site visit was conducted on November 21, 2023, between Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue) with the 

following stakeholders:  

• CTDOT – Office of Rail  

• City of Hartford  

• iQuilt Partnership 

• CRCOG  

• Central New England Railroad (CNZR) 

• FHI Studio (Consultant Team) 

Key takeaways and discussion points included:  

• Narrow ROW at 20 Sargeant Street would require additional easement. 

• iQuilt noted that 51 Homestead Avenue (St. Francis Hospital-owned parcel) will likely be targeted for 

redevelopment at some point in the near future. A trail could be incorporated as part of that site 

development within what is now private property. A city easement should be obtained to ensure access if 

this is the case. 

• Secondary spans at Sigourney Street bridge could likely accommodate a trail. Similar modifications have 

been completed elsewhere in the state. 

• The retaining wall between Sigourney Street and Woodland Street on the south side of the tracks has a 

plaque. This should be noted as a consideration to explore if this is a historic resource. 

• A freight train passed stakeholders around 156 Woodland Street (Austin Organs) and demonstrated freight 

train movements through corridor. Some participants agreed that 20-feet offset is likely as close as 

desired to freight movements. The freight train is noisy, could kick off debris, and generally vibrates the 

entire ground the closer you are to the tracks. 

• A culvert tunnel punch-through of the south side of the bridge at Woodland Street could be considered 

based on CTDOT feedback. This would require coordination with the owner of the bridge.  

• The bridge at Woodland Street was completed in the mid-2000’s and within its projected lifespan. If the 

bridge is rebuilt, the project may be required to refund FHWA for the federal share of the project. In 

addition, it may not qualify for additional federal grants for reconstruction. 

• West of Woodland Street, the significant proximity of the adjacent buildings was noted. While the south 

side is generally clear, it appears that a drainage swale is in this area. While there may be evidence that 
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this area may be considered a wetland, it was generally observed by stakeholders to be of questionable 

quality. This should be considered during future design stages of the project. 

• Near 367 Homestead Avenue, there is generally good clearance to the embankment which leads down to 

the Park River floodplain. This is narrower at an undersized culvert in this area, and it appears that some 

of this embankment has been washed out. This should be considered during future design phases of the 

project. 

• The transmission pylons south of Route 44 (Albany Avenue) were noted as a significant obstruction. 

• Participants accepted a potential culvert to the west of the existing Route 44 (Albany Avenue) bridge. This 

was noted as working well with the existing terrain. 

• City DPW noted a concern for liability if fencing of at least moderate height is not included between a trail 

and rail, especially with children on the trail.  

• The railroad recently upgraded the tracks to welded rail. However, there are many areas where the old 

tracks and ties are being stored within the corridor and have yet to be removed. There was a discussed 

concern about the pollution this poses within the corridor, such as lead and arsenic. This is especially a 

concern for participants due to the nearby Park River. 

• Emergency access points should be considered throughout the corridor. 

• City DPW wants to install drainage infrastructure to address flooding in the Granby Street corridor. This 

would need to cross the Griffin Line to be able to discharge to the Park River.  

Exhibit 46: Stakeholder site walk on November 21, 2023 
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Feedback on Draft Memorandum 

CTDOT Office of Rail 

CTDOT Office of Rail provided comment to the draft report and a virtual meeting was held on Friday, March 8th, 

2024 with CRCOG, the consultant team, and CTDOT Office of Rail representatives to discuss the draft report. 

Where possible, edits were incorporated into this memorandum. Other comments included:  

• CTDOT Office of Rail maintains general concern for rail-with-trail alternatives as presented in the 

memorandum. CTDOT Office of Rail indicated preference for alternatives outside the railroad right-of-

way such as the alternative within Homestead Avenue and Mark Twain Drive as explored in this 

memorandum. 

• CTDOT Office of Rail maintains general concern and opposition to any proposed at-grade rail crossings 

for safety reasons. 

• CTDOT Office of Rail maintains general concern and opposition to any consideration for removal of rail 

service, including review in this report to indicate future compatibility with potential other future corridor 

uses. 

City of Hartford and the iQuilt Partnership 

City of Hartford and iQuilt staff provided comment to the draft report during two virtual meetings held on 

February 29th and March 12th, 2024. Where possible, edits were incorporated into this memorandum. City and 

iQuilt staff expressed continued interest in rail-to-trail alternatives which would see full removal of rail service and 

rail infrastructure from the corridor. Much analysis requested related to a rail-to-trail alternative was beyond the 

scope of this memorandum.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Overview 

Based on the alternatives analysis, the Preferred Alignment is selected as follows:  

• Garden Street to Plainfield Street: Southwest Alternative 

• Plainfield Street to Tobey Road: Northeast Alternative 

This option is shown in the summary map in Exhibit 47, while a detailed mapbook and concept plans are 

provided in the Appendix. While additional design details should be refined in the design stage of the project, Key 

Features of the Preferred Alignment are summarized below. 
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Exhibit 47: Preferred Alternative summary map. See Appendix for detailed mapbook. 
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Key Features  

Trail Bridge West of Sigourney Street  

A trail bridge west of Sigourney Street is proposed to link the main alignment of the trail located on the south side 

of the tracks in this location with potential development opportunities on the north side of the tracks along 

Homestead Avenue. A trail bridge allows seamless connection to these properties as well as to a North Side 

Connector Trail. A 3D rendering is shown in Exhibit 48 while Exhibit 49 shows the existing conditions in this area. 

Exhibit 48: 3D rendering of view looking west from Sigourney Street with Preferred Alignment features 
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Exhibit 49: Existing photo of Griffin Line west of Sigourney Street 
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North Side Connector Trail 

A North Side Connector Trail is proposed in several locations to provide access between key properties along 

Homestead Avenue to the main alignment of the trail on the south side of the railroad. This connector trail 

connects to several key properties along Homestead Avenue between Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany 

Avenue) including:  

• 51 Homestead Avenue (Saint Francis Hospital-owned property) 

• 111 Homestead Avenue (City of Hartford-owned property) 

• 319/325 Sigourney Street (City of Hartford-owned property, trail fronting this property is shown in Exhibit 

50) 

• 333 Homestead Avenue (Salvation Army) 

• 367/395 Homestead Avenue (City of Hartford-owned property) 

• 419 Homestead Avenue (Interstate Battery) 

Exhibit 50: 3D rendering showing northside connector trail looking west towards proposed trail bridge. 
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Fencing between Trail and Rail Line 

Fencing between 4 to 5-feet in height is proposed throughout the study area. While no federal requirement for 

fencing design requirements for rail-with-trail exists, this matches best practices noted in FRA’s and FHWA’s Rails 

with Trails: Best Practices and Lessons Learned (e.g. the “RWT Guide”) as well as of other trails as described within 

the Case Studies section of this memorandum (refer to Exhibit 51). Additionally, the RWT Guide notes that only 4% 

of rail-with-trail since 2000 has been installed without fencing or other type of barriers (RWT Guide, pg. 51) 

The RWT Guide notes the following corridor characteristics should be considered when specifying fence design: 

• Trail setback 

• Type, speed, frequency of rail service on adjacent track with higher fencing being more appropriate for 

higher speed trains. 

• Degree of trespassing concern – areas with infrequent legal crossings are more prone to trespassing and 

thus may be more appropriate for higher fences. 

• Railroad maintenance requirements – taller fences may, in fact, impede maintenance activities.  

In addition, the RWT Guide recognizes that:  

While fencing can provide safety benefits and reduce trespassing, it also can reduce visibility. It is often 

important to maintain visual access to the trail corridor from adjacent land uses so that portions of the 

trail do not become isolated from public view. This is especially true in areas where perceived or actual 

levels of crime are high. Fence design in these instances should not block visual access to the trail 

corridor; a shorter height or transparent fencing style, such as chain-link, may be appropriate. 

Furthermore, the RWT Guide recognizes that vegetation, drainage ditches and/or vertical separation, where trails 

are located 10-feet or more higher than the adjacent rail line, all can reduce the concern for trespassing on the 

rail line, and similarly reduce the need for tall fencing or any fencing at all (RWT Guide, pg. 56). Many areas of the 

Preferred Alignment incorporate these design elements.  

Efforts should be made during the design phase to choose an aesthetically pleasing fence design and one that 

does not preclude views within the corridor. Use of vegetation and plantings should be considered during the 

design stage which will further enforce the separation between the railroad and the adjacent trail. Not only can 

vegetation be a useful tool in mitigating trespassing concerns, but use of vegetation can also improve trail 

aesthetics to make the trail more inviting for users. Areas of the trail such as those shown in Exhibit 52 and Exhibit 

53 will likely have fencing on both sides of the trail, underscoring the need to carefully design this element to 

ensure an inviting trail environment.  The fencing separating the CTfastrak guideway and its adjacent shared use 

path was used as a design precedent. Furthermore, maintenance of needs of the adjacent railroad should be 

considered, and the RWT Guide notes that walls and solid barriers specifically may “impede access by railroad 

maintenance forces” (RWT Guide, pg. 53)  
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North of Plainfield Street, black, chain link-type fencing may be acceptable between the trail and railroad as the 

context of this area is substantially more rural in character, and the proposed fencing may be located further 

from the trail. The details for this fencing should be coordinated with Eversource to ensure compatibility within the 

transmission easement. 

Exhibit 51: Diagram of trail fencing suggested by FRA and the FHWA in the Rail-with-Trail Guide 
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Exhibit 52: 3D rendering of mainline of the Preferred Alignment on the south side of the railroad. Note the fencing proposed between 
the trail and railroad. 
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Exhibit 53: Artistic rendering of Preferred Alternative looking west towards the Woodland Street bridge. Note the new culvert 
proposed to allow for the trail alignment. Austin Organs is shown on the left side of the photo. 

 

At-Grade Crossing to Baltimore Street 

Where feasible, the Preferred Alignment seeks to avoid at-grade crossings of the railroad. Grade separated 

crossings are preferred as there is no risk of conflict between trail users and the railroad. However, grade 

separated crossings are not feasible in all locations. This includes the connector trail proposed to Homestead 

Avenue at Baltimore Street. Grade separation was explored but determined as not feasible (a curvet was found 

to conflict within the flood plain while a bridge would have a very long runout for vertical clearance at ADA design 

standards). 

This at-grade crossing may require substantial permitting and design considerations during the next phase of the 

project, including, but not limited to, an Act of the Connecticut Legislature. However, this at-grade crossing is not 

critical to the completion of the mainline of the trail alignment and can be phased after construction of the 

remaining pieces of the trail if desired. CTDOT Office of Rail has indicated that any additional at-grade crossings 

are highly undesirable.  

Potential Deviations from Federal & State Guidelines 

Deviations from Federal and State (CTDOT) guidelines are summarized below:  

• Trail Bridge Vertical Clearance to Railroad: Section 9-4.0 of the CTDOT Design Manual requires that 20’-

6” is maintained between the top of the rail to the bottom of the structure. Due to the proximity of the trail 



 

 Page 77 

underpass of Sigourney Street to the east, vertical clearance of the railroad may be limited to ADA design 

constraints. Initial planning work suggests a 20’-0” vertical clearance may be easily obtained, with 

additional vertical clearance possible with design tradeoffs that could be considered in a future design 

stage (such as bridge relocation further west, narrow trail segments with small switchback, use of north-

side trail to east of proposed bridge [city-owned property allows for additional switchback to clear 

underpass of Sigourney Street Bridge], etc.). 20-foot vertical clearance is in excess of the existing 

clearance of the Woodland Street bridge of approximately 18-feet. Vertical clearance should be evaluated 

in further detail in the design stage of the trail compared to other requirements, including federal 

requirements.  

• Fencing Height: CTDOT released initial guidelines for rail-with-trail constraints within the Griffin Line in 

2023. The guidelines indicated a 7-foot fence be standard for trails setback 20+ feet from the railroad and 

a solid non-scalable barrier be standard for trails between 10 to 20-feet of the railroad (refer to Appendix 

and except graphic in Exhibit 23). As discussed above, these guidelines are in excess of similar rail-with-

trail facilities in other jurisdictions as well as incompatible with the goals of rail-with-trail in the Griffin Line 

corridor. These requirements would result in unnecessary, imposing fencing which would visually constrain 

the corridor instead of connecting it to the surrounding community. As a result of the review of similar 

facilities, a shorter 4 to 5-foot fence is proposed along the extent of the corridor. Not only does this more 

closely align with rail-with-trail facilities completed by other agencies, but this also matches or exceeds 

fencing design between pedestrian areas of train stations and the adjacent railroads at some train 

stations in Connecticut including recently completed projects such as the CTrail Meriden Station shown in 

Exhibit 54.  

Exhibit 54: Fencing between pedestrian areas leading up to the Meriden Train Station and the adjacent railroad tracks. (Source: 
Google Maps Streetview) 
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Coordination with Eversource 

Coordination with Eversource will continue in future design stages of the development of any trail within their 

easements. Future considerations could include: 1) design requirements and offsets for Eversource access to pylon 

locations, 2) design requirements for any features under transmission corridors such as metal fencing, and 3) 

agreements for trail closures during Eversource maintenance activities. 

Compatibility with Other Potential Future Corridor Uses  

The Greater Hartford Mobility Study (GHMS, 2023) evaluated several future uses for the Griffin Line including rail 

options such as geographic expansion of freight services north of the current terminus at Day Hill Road in 

Bloomfield and passenger rail service and bus rapid transit options. While passenger rail service was eliminated 

from consideration as part of that study, the study identified bus rapid transit as feasible within this corridor. 

Additionally, iQuilt and the City of Hartford have expressed interest to see the corridor closed entirely to non-

motorized uses and have advocated for the complete abandonment of the railroad and conversion of the entire 

right-of-way to a trail-only concept which could allow for additional space within the ROW for enhanced trail 

amenities.  

Exhibit 55 and Exhibit 56 shows how the Recommended Alignment could be compatible with either of those future 

uses should they come to fruition. 

Exhibit 55: 3D rendering of view looking west from Sigourney Street with Preferred Alignment and a potential Bus Rapid Transit 
alignment within the corridor. 
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Exhibit 56: 3D rendering of view looking west from Sigourney Street with Preferred Alignment and rail abandonment. This concept 
would allow the entire corridor to support a shared use path and could allow for additional trail amenities.  
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APPENDIX A: CONSTRAINT MAPPING 
The following maps present potential constraints in the study area based on a minimum cross section defined as 

follows:  

• Between Garden Street and Route 44 (Albany Avenue): 14-foot trail with inner edge 10-foot off center of

railroad.

• Between Route 44 (Albany Avenue) and Park Ave (Bloomfield): 14-foot trail with inner edge 20-foot off

center of railroad to clear transmission pylons which are in located in this area.

The Northeast and Southeast locations were analyzed with the minimum cross section to evaluate areas with 

constraints. The analysis split each of these alternatives into 100-foot lengths for review. The constraints evaluated 

included:  

• Right-of-way: Potential trail may require areas outside of the existing ROW

• Impervious surface: This analysis utilizes a statewide impervious surface layer. This could identify areas

where driveways and/or other impervious ground surfaces may be impacted by trail development.

• Buildings: This analysis indicates locations where a building may preclude trail development.

• Wetland: This analysis highlights locations where a wetland may be impacted by trail development.

• 100 Year Flood Zone: This analysis highlights locations where trail development may occur within the 100-

year floodplain.

• Slope: This analysis highlights locations where there may be steep slopes. Frequently, rail corridors feature

steep embankments which lead to the tracks. These areas may be difficult to support rail-with-trail design.

• Total Constraints: These maps show the total number of constraints above on a single map.



 

 

APPENDIX B: RAILBANKING PROCESS 
Both rail-to-trail and rail-with-trail create shared-use paths within a railroad corridor. In general, they provide 

infrastructure for active transportation within the existing right-of-way and are often road-separated. Rail-to-

trails are built over former railbed, while rail-with-trails are constructed alongside existing tracks. Procurement for 

either type of path depends on the railroad corridor’s status, safety operations, and right-of-way constraints. A 

railroad corridor status may be defined as the following: 

1) Active corridor: Trains pass, regardless of frequency.  

2) Inactive corridor: Train operations have ceased, but the railroad still owns the land or has use of the land 

through easements.  

3) Abandoned corridor: Railroad operations permanently cease.  

Railbanking allows a railroad company to lease their inactive corridor for interim use; the railroad can resume 

operations in the future. Railbanking is permitted during the legal rail abandonment process. It is a voluntary 

agreement between the railroad and the leasing party, and the use is approved by the Surface Transportation 

Board (STB), the independent federal agency charged with economic regulation of the national freight rail 

network. Once approved, the railroad may or may not remove their tracks from the corridor.  

Rail Abandonment Process10  

A railroad may seek abandonment by initiating a formal review process with the STB. The STB will then publish in 

the Federal Register to notify the public. Interested parties can submit comments, Offers of Financial Assistance 

(OFA), or alternative uses of the corridor. OFA are offers from other companies to purchase all or part of the 

corridor to help maintain the railroad. The STB evaluates these public submissions and impacts to the railroad 

system before approving abandonment.   

The STB allows exemptions to streamline the abandonment process. A railroad may qualify for an individual 

exemption or class exemption. Individual exemptions are evaluated case-by-case. Class exemptions are used 

when the corridor has been inactive for at least two years, and there are no formal complaints filed against the 

corridor due to it being inactive. Exemptions are frequently approved when the railroad cites that maintaining the 

corridor is an economic burden. When an exemption is granted, there is no required public notice and the 

timeline for final approval is accelerated.  

  

 

10 This overview is informed in part by the Parks & Trails New York State’s guide “Getting on Track Working with 
Railroads to Build Trails in New York State.” The Parks & Trails New York State guide provides a thorough overview of 
the federal STB abandonment process and railbanking opportunities. 



 

 

Railbanking Process 

When exploring railbanking, the abandonment approval schedule is significant. During the abandonment 

process, interested parties may request a Public Use Condition (PUC) and/or an Interim Trail Use (ITU) to initiate 

railbanking. The deadline to request a PUC or ITU is within 45 days of the abandonment application filing. The 

STB has 20 days from the application filing to publish notice in the Federal Register, so public notice may be 

limited to only 25 days. If a PUC or ITU is approved, both prompt a 180-day period where the railroad cannot 

dispose of the corridor, and the railroad can negotiate a sale, donation, or railbanking of the corridor instead. 

Ultimately, railbanking is a voluntary agreement. Early coordination with the railroad would be beneficial to be 

aware of the railroad’s timeline and meet filing deadlines.  

Railbanking maintains the railroad’s land ownership and its easements throughout the corridor. For trail 

organizations, this is an opportunity to construct a continuous trail more easily. It is important to understand the 

rail abandonment process to work with railroads and pursue railbanking.   

Implications for Griffin Line 

Railbanking is a unique opportunity to construct new trails within inactive corridors. The Griffin Line is an active 

corridor, so the abandonment process and potential for railbanking would require close coordination with the 

railroad. If the railroad were to file for abandonment, the Griffin Line would not readily qualify for a class 

exemption since it has been active. In consideration of the lengthy STB process and coordination with the Griffin 

Line, railbanking could be a lengthy process, perhaps taking years to complete. However, there would likely be 

reduced costs of trail development on an abandoned railroad in comparison to rail-with-trail alternatives 

presented in this memo. For example, the base trail cost (as provided in Appendix F) is approximately $1.6-$2.0 

per mile. The need for significant bridge and other structural work substantially increased costs for rail-with-trail 

alternatives. At approximately 3-miles in length between Garden Street and Tobey Road, total costs of $6 Million 

(based on base trail cost) plus additional costs for railroad removal and engineering would be reasonable for 

trail development within an abandoned right-of-way. This compares with the preferred rail-with-trail alignment 

cost of $30-39 Million as reported in this memo for the same 3-mile section.   
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Potential at-grade crossing to
Baltimore Street and North Side
Connector Trail

North Side Connector Trail
provides access between
Homestead Ave parcels and trail
mainline

Potential floodplain. Explore
boardway-type trail structures in this
area if required.

Secondary alignment closer to
railroad to avoid potential floodplain
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45 GRANBY ST
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

SEC. 9

Secondary alignment as sidepath
along Mark Twain Dr

Potential at-grade crossing at
proposed Granby Street
Extension (by Village at Park
River redevelopment)

Secondary alignment utilizes existing
shared-use path as part of Village at
Park River redevelopment

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Secondary alignment utilizes existing
shared-use path as part of Village at
Park River redevelopment

Trail utilizes landscaped area in
Village at Park River redevelopment
and Griffin Line corridor

Secondary alignment as sidepath
along Mark Twain Dr

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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to connect Mark Twain Dr to
Griffin Line corridor

Secondary alignment as sidepath
along Mark Twain Dr

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Wetlands and floodplain in this
area

Sidepath along Mark Twain Dr

Surface water and steep grades

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Connection to UHart campus
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Connection to UHart campus
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HARTFORD COMMUNITY RENEWAL ASSOCIATES

UNIVERSITY
OF HARTFORD

Potential trail access and parking

At-grade crossing at Tobey Road

Connection to UHart campus

Trail connection to Bloomfield Center via Copaco.
See Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study
recommendations.

Rail-with-trail between Tobey Road
and Route 218 not recommended due
to environmental constraints adjacent
to the North Branch State Access
Area.

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Connection to Homestead Ave

Reconstruct Woodland St bridge with
wider span
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Secondary alignment as sidepath
along Homestead Ave
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CONN. LIGHT
& POWER

1535 ALBANY AVE
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TALAR PROPERTIES
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419 HOMESTEAD AVE
JUDGE ROBERT F

SEC. 8

SEC. 7

Trail within existing underpass with
realigned railroad

Railroad realignment

Relocate two transmission pylons

Secondary alignment as sidepath
along Homestead Ave

44-E

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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45 GRANBY ST
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

SEC. 9

Connection to Granby Street and Blue
Hills neighborhood

Potential at-grade crossing at
proposed Granby Street
Extension (by Village at Park
River redevelopment)

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO

Northeast (NE) Alternative - Primary Option
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HOUSING AUTHORITY
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CITY OF HARTFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

CONN. LIGHT
& POWER

Connection to Granby Street and Blue
Hills neighborhood

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO

Northeast (NE) Alternative - Primary Option

Northeast (NE) Alternative - Secondary Options

Northeast (NE) Alternative - Required Rail Realignment (1.3 Mi)
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CONN. LIGHT
& POWER

SEC. 10

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Neighborhood Connections

Map Produced 1/12/2024
0 50 100 150 200

Feet
1 inch = 200 feet Page 8 of 11

WindsorBloomfield

Hartford
West

Hartford

Capitol Region
East Coast Greenway Study Northeast (NE) Alternative Mapbook



UNIVERSITY
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UNIVERSITY
HOUSING ASSOC.

CITY OF HARTFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

SEC. 11

Connection to Weaver High School

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Connection to Willow Creek
Apartments, Granby Street, Blue Hills
neighborhood, and Cronin Park

Data Source: FHI Studio, CT ECO
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Connection to UHart campus

Potential trail access and parking

Trail connection to Bloomfield Center via Copaco.
See Capitol Region East Coast Greenway Study
recommendations.

Rail-with-trail between Tobey Road
and Route 218 not recommended due
to environmental constraints adjacent
to the North Branch State Access
Area.
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APPENDIX D: RAIL RELOCATION ALIGNMENT 
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© 2023 Microsoft Corporation © 2023 Maxar ©CNES (2023) Distribution Airbus DS 

Location 1 
Track shifted 
south by 8'

Location 2
Track shifted
south by 7'

Garden St
Match existing

alignment

Location 3 
Track shifted 
south by 7'

Location 4 
Track shifted 
south by 13'
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Location 4 
Track shifted 
west by 13'

Location 5 
Track shifted 
west by 17'

Location 6 
Track shifted 
west by 18'

Location 7 
Track shifted 
west by 15'

Location 8 
Track shifted 
west by 4'

200' north of
Albany Ave
Match existing
alignment

2 power pylons
impacted
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
AVERAGE TRAIL COST PER MILE
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

EARTH EXCAVATION 4,700 CY $24 $112,800
ROCK EXCAVATION 470 CY $90 $42,300
FORMATION OF SUBGRADE 10,600 SY $4 $42,400
PROCESSED AGGREGATE BASE 2,900 CY $58 $168,200
BITUMINOUS CONCRETE 1,417 TON $140 $198,400
SEDIMENTATION CONTROL SYSTEM 5,280 LF $8 $42,200
FURNISHING AND PLACING TOPSOIL 26,400 SY $7 $184,800
TURF ESTABLISHMENT 26,400 SY $3 $79,200
ASPHALT TRAIL UNIT COST SUBTOTAL* $870,300
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $217,600
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $54,400
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $13,600
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $3,400
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $900
SUBTOTAL $1,160,200
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $290,100
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $290,100
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $58,000
TOTAL $1,798,400
ENGINEERING $0
RAILROAD $0
UTILITIES $0
ROW $0

TOTAL $1,800,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $1.6 M - $2.0 M

PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:

TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100. THIS TOTAL IS 
BASED ON COST FOR A ONE MILE SEGMENT OF TRAIL

In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

* THIS UNIT SUBTOTAL PER MILE, DIVIDED BY 5280
FEET, IS USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE GENERAL UNIT
COST PER SF FOR THE 14' ASPHALT TRAIL ITEM IN THE
COST ANALYSES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
NORTHEAST ALIGNMENT - SOUTH SEGMENT - GARDEN STREET TO PLAINFIELD
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

14' ASPHALT TRAIL* (GENERAL COST) 9,000 LF $165 $1,485,000
STREETSCAPE (GENERAL COST)
CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 24 MO $5,000 $120,000
STRUCTURE ITEMS

CULVERT TUNNEL
WOODLAND ST. ROADWAY  BRIDGE (RECONSTRUCTIO 1 LS $8,000,000 $8,000,000
BOARDWALK
TRAIL BRIDGE
TRAFFIC ITEMS

TRAFFICPERSON - POLICE 3,200 HR $75 $240,000
TRAFFICPERSON - FLAGGER 320 HR $42 $13,400
TRAFFIC SIGNAL MODIFICATION
RRFB
AT-GRADE PED. RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNAL SYSTEM
OTHER ITEMS

6' CHAINLINK FENCE 5,000 LF $43 $215,000
4'-5' METAL FENCE 9,000 LF $80 $720,000
RETAINING WALL 5,000 SF $180 $900,000
UNIT COST SUBTOTAL $11,693,400
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $2,923,400
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $233,900
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $350,800
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $760,100
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $116,900
SUBTOTAL $16,078,500
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $4,019,600
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $4,019,600
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $803,900
SUBTOTAL $24,921,600
ENGINEERING 10% OF SUBTOTAL $2,500,000
RAILROAD (Realignment) 7,000 LF $700.00 $4,900,000
UTILITIES (Transmission Relocation) 2 LS $1,000,000.00 $2,000,000
ROW $120,000

TOTAL $34,440,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $30.9 M - $37.9 M

PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:
TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100. 

In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

* TRAIL COST BASED ON UNIT COST SUBTOTAL OF
AVERAGE COST PER MILE CALCULATION ON PAGE 1
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
NORTHEAST ALIGNMENT - NORTH SEGMENT - PLAINFIELD TO TOBEY ROAD
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

14' ASPHALT TRAIL* (GENERAL COST) 6,900 LF $165 $1,138,500
STREETSCAPE (GENERAL COST)
CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 24 MO $5,000 $120,000
STRUCTURE ITEMS

CULVERT TUNNEL
ROADWAY BRIDGE
BOARDWALK
TRAIL BRIDGE
TRAFFIC ITEMS

TRAFFICPERSON - POLICE 1,600 HR $75 $120,000
TRAFFICPERSON - FLAGGER 200 HR $42 $8,400
TRAFFIC SIGNAL MODIFICATION
RRFB 1 EA $10,500 $10,500
AT-GRADE PED. RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNAL SYSTEM
OTHER ITEMS

6' CHAINLINK FENCE 10,900 LF $43 $468,700
4'-5' METAL FENCE
RETAINING WALL
UNIT COST SUBTOTAL $1,866,100
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $466,500
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $37,300
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $56,000
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $121,300
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $18,700
SUBTOTAL $2,565,900
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $641,500
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $641,500
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $128,300
SUBTOTAL $3,977,200
ENGINEERING 10% OF SUBTOTAL $400,000
RAILROAD (PROTECTION) 250 DA $2,000.00 $500,000
UTILITIES $0
ROW $0

TOTAL $4,900,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $4.4 M - $5.4 M

PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:
TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100. 

In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

* TRAIL COST BASED ON UNIT COST SUBTOTAL OF
AVERAGE COST PER MILE CALCULATION ON PAGE 1
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
SOUTHWEST ALIGNMENT - SOUTH SEGMENT - GARDEN STREET TO PLAINFIELD
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

14' ASPHALT TRAIL* (GENERAL COST) 9,000 LF $165 $1,485,000
SIGOURNEY STREET BRIDGE (STREETSCAPE) 1,000 LF $1,600 $1,600,000
WOODLAND STREET BRIDGE (STREETSCAPE) 1,000 LF $1,600 $1,600,000
CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 24 MO $5,000 $120,000
STRUCTURE ITEMS

CULVERT TUNNEL (ALBANY AVE) 1 LS $1,500,000 $1,500,000
CULVERT TUNNEL (WOODLAND STREET) 1 LS $1,500,000 $1,500,000
ROADWAY BRIDGE
BOARDWALK 1 LS $400,000 $400,000
TRAIL BRIDGE 1 LS $350,000 $350,000
TRAFFIC ITEMS

TRAFFICPERSON - POLICE 3,200 HR $75 $240,000
TRAFFICPERSON - FLAGGER 320 HR $42 $13,400
TRAFFIC SIGNAL MODIFICATION
RRFB
AT-GRADE PED. RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNAL SYSTEM 1 EA $150,000 $150,000
OTHER ITEMS

6' CHAINLINK FENCE 5,000 LF $43 $215,000
4'-5' METAL FENCE 9,000 LF $80 $720,000
RETAINING WALL 12,000 SF $180 $2,160,000
UNIT COST SUBTOTAL $12,053,400
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $3,013,400
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $241,100
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $361,600
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $783,500
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $120,500
SUBTOTAL $16,573,500
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $4,143,400
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $4,143,400
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $828,700
SUBTOTAL $25,689,000
ENGINEERING 10% OF SUBTOTAL $2,600,000
RAILROAD (PROTECTION) 500 DA $2,000 $1,000,000
UTILITIES $0
ROW (20 SARGENT ST & 156 WOODLAND $200,000

TOTAL $29,500,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $26.5 M - $32.5 M

PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:
TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100. 

In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

* TRAIL COST BASED ON UNIT COST SUBTOTAL OF
AVERAGE COST PER MILE CALCULATION ON PAGE 1
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
SOUTHWEST ALIGNMENT - NORTH SEGMENT - PLAINFIELD TO TOBEY ROAD
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

14' ASPHALT TRAIL* (GENERAL COST) 7,900 LF $165 $1,303,500
STREETSCAPE (GENERAL COST)
CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 24 MO $5,000 $120,000
STRUCTURE ITEMS

CULVERT TUNNEL
ROADWAY BRIDGE
BOARDWALK
TRAIL BRIDGE
TRAFFIC ITEMS

TRAFFICPERSON - POLICE 1,600 HR $75 $120,000
TRAFFICPERSON - FLAGGER 200 HR $42 $8,400
TRAFFIC SIGNAL MODIFICATION
RRFB 2 EA $10,500 $21,000
AT-GRADE PED. RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNAL SYSTEM 1 EA $150,000 $150,000
OTHER ITEMS

6' CHAINLINK FENCE 5,600 LF $43 $240,800
4'-5' METAL FENCE
RETAINING WALL
UNIT COST SUBTOTAL $1,963,700
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $490,900
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $39,300
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $58,900
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $127,600
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $19,600
SUBTOTAL $2,700,000
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $675,000
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $675,000
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $135,000
SUBTOTAL $4,185,000
ENGINEERING 10% OF SUBTOTAL $400,000
RAILROAD (PROTECTION) 250 DA $2,000.00 $500,000
UTILITIES $0
ROW $0

TOTAL $5,100,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $4.5 M - $5.6 M
PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:
In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100.
* TRAIL COST BASED ON UNIT COST SUBTOTAL OF
AVERAGE COST PER MILE CALCULATION ON PAGE 1
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GRIFFIN LINE TRAIL - PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS
HOMESTEAD AVE ALIGNMENT - SOUTH SEGMENT - GARDEN STREET TO ALBANY AVE
DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT UNIT PRICE TOTAL

ROADWAY ITEMS

14' ASPHALT TRAIL* (GENERAL COST) 2,640 LF $165 $435,600
HOMESTEAD AVENUE (STREETSCAPE) 6,072 LF $1,600 $9,715,200
CONSTRUCTION FIELD OFFICE 24 MO $5,000 $120,000
STRUCTURE ITEMS

CULVERT TUNNEL
ROADWAY BRIDGE
BOARDWALK
TRAIL BRIDGE
TRAFFIC ITEMS

TRAFFICPERSON - POLICE 4,800 HR $75 $360,000
TRAFFICPERSON - FLAGGER 480 HR $42 $20,200
TRAFFIC SIGNAL REPLACEMENT 2 LS $450,000 $900,000
RRFB
AT-GRADE PED. RAILROAD CROSSING SIGNAL SYSTEM
OTHER ITEMS

6' CHAINLINK FENCE
4'-5' METAL FENCE
RETAINING WALL
UNIT COST SUBTOTAL $11,551,000
MINOR ITEMS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $2,887,800
CLEARNING AND GRUBBING 2% OF SUBTOTAL $231,000
MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION OF TRAFFIC 3% OF SUBTOTAL $346,500
MOBILIZATION 6.5% OF SUBTOTAL $750,800
CONSTRUCTION STAKING 1% OF SUBTOTAL $115,500
SUBTOTAL $15,882,600
INCIDENTALS 25% OF SUBTOTAL $3,970,700
CONTINGENCIES 25% OF SUBTOTAL $3,970,700
INFLATION (ANNUALLY) 5% OF SUBTOTAL $794,100
SUBTOTAL $24,618,100
ENGINEERING 10% OF SUBTOTAL $2,500,000
RAILROAD (PROTECTION) $0
UTILITIES $0
ROW $0

TOTAL $27,100,000

TOTAL COST RANGE (+/- 10%) $24.3 M - $29.8 M

PRELIMINARY PROBABLE COST ANALYSIS:
TOTAL ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST $100,000, 
SUBTOTALS TO THE NEAREST $100. 

In providing a preliminary analysis of probable costs, the Client 
understands that Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc. dba FHI  Studio (FHI) has 
no control over the cost or availability of labor, equipment, or 
materials, or over market conditions, and that FHI's opinions of 
probable construction costs are made on the basis of their 
professional judgment, experience, and publicly available 
information on the existing site conditions. This analysis is provided 
for information purposes for comparing programming design 
alternatives and should not be considered an engineer's preliminary 
design estimate. 

* TRAIL COST BASED ON UNIT COST SUBTOTAL OF
AVERAGE COST PER MILE CALCULATION ON PAGE 1

Page 6 of 6 APPENDIX F 1/29/2024



 

 

APPENDIX G:  ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR RAIL-
WITH-TRAIL  

 
 

 

 

 

   



 

 

 
 

   

 

1435 Walnut Street, 4th  Floor  |  Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-717-2777  |  econsultsolutions.com 

Memorandum 
To:  FHI Studio 

From:  Econsult Solutions, Inc. 

Date:  February 9, 2024 

RE:  Economic considerations for rail-with-trail alternatives within the Griffin Line corridor 

 

Constructing a walking trail along the Griffin Line offers potential economic benefits to the city of 
Hartford. However, decision makers should consider four key points when evaluating the potential of 
the Griffin Line trail: trail usage as a driver of economic impact, property value changes, the trail's role in 
Homestead Avenue's economic development, and the trade-offs involved in removing rail access to 
nearby properties. 

Trail Usage and Economic Impact 

Trails with the most economic impact are the trails that are most used. This means prioritizing safety, 
connectivity to other trails and amenities, and a pleasant overall experience for users. Trails along an 
active, although infrequent, rail line may discourage trail use. Designing the trail, first and foremost, 
with user experience in mind is the most important component of its economic success. 

Property Value Impacts 

Trails generally boost property values of adjacent areas with complementary uses such as residential 
neighborhoods, job centers, or pedestrian friendly commercial districts that drive foot traffic to the trail. 
These property value impacts are modest but are highest for properties immediately adjacent to the 
trail. Trails, however, have limited impacts on non-complementary uses such as industrial or large-
footprint commercial properties, such as shopping malls.  

The presence of the rail line introduces complexity to how property values impact surrounding areas. 
Physical barriers to the movement of people, such as raised highways, rivers, or in this case, rail lines, 
can also “block” or limit the flow of potential property values benefits to nearby properties from walking 
trails.  

Economic Development of Homestead Avenue 

The City of Hartford is considering the development of the Griffin Line trail in part to help support the 
economic development of Homestead Avenue. While the trail alone won't drive significant revitalization 
of the area, it can play a supporting role in a more targeted effort to attract investment to the 
Homestead corridor depending on the type of investments the city expects to attract. 
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RE:  Economic considerations for rail-with-trail alternatives within the Griffin Line corridor 
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 1435 Walnut Street, 4th  Floor  |  Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-717-2777  |  econsultsolutions.com 

North or South Alignment? 

As mentioned above, the property value impacts of trails on nearby properties are modest, and the 
presence of a trail is unlikely to make-or-break the potential redevelopment of any given property on 
Homestead Avenue. Keeping this in mind, if the redevelopment of the targeted area on Homestead 
Avenue is expected to be synergistic with the trail, then special attention should be paid to the 
accessibility of the trail to nearby properties. 

The north alignment promises direct access to each of the properties on Homestead Avenue that are 
targeted for development but comes at a considerable risk to the overall use of the trail, and therefore 
it’s overall economic impact. There are two reasons for this. First, if the northern alignment is 
constructed and the development of Homestead Avenue is unsuccessful, the trail alignment will pass 
along a series of vacant or underutilized properties and an active rail line, both of which are likely to 
discourage use. Second, the northern alignment requires moving the Griffin Line tracks about 10 feet 
south to accommodate the trail alignment within the tracks’ right of way. This not only incurs 
substantial costs but also permanently eliminates the possibility for adjacent properties to use the rail 
line for direct cargo loading. Realigning the track irreversibly removes future potential for these 
properties to leverage the rail line for cargo transport. While the demand for cargo transport on the line 
is limited today, the economics of transportation may shift as Hartford and the State of Connecticut 
grapple with greenhouse gas emissions and long-term climate change. Maintaining the flexibility of 
those sites could prove economically useful in the long term.  

The southern alignment’s primary disadvantage is that it does not have direct access to the targeted 
parcels on Homestead Avenue. However, this limitation can be minimized by providing regular access to 
Homestead Avenue across the Griffin Line. This means creating frequent crossing points to reduce travel 
distances from any given parcel to the new trail. While the frequency of crossings is important, 
minimizing crossing distances is important as travelers tend to be sensitive to travel time. Unnecessarily 
long or circuitous routes to cross the Griffin Line will likely discourage use.  

Conclusion 

Optimizing the economic development potential of a walking trail along the Griffin Line in Hartford 
requires consideration of several factors. First, decision-makers should ensure that the trail’s alignment 
and design maximize potential use of the trail. Second, they should consider that property value impacts 
are modest and varied. Aligning the development of Homestead Avenue with the placement of the trail 
requires a clear understanding of these property value implications. Finally, decision-makers must weigh 
the significant trade-offs of altering rail access, particularly the north alignment's potential long-term 
economic implications against the southern alignment's challenges in providing direct access to 
Homestead Avenue. 



 

 

APPENDIX H:  PREFERRED ALIGNMENT CONCEPT PLAN 
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APPENDIX I:  PREFERRED ALIGNMENT VISUALIZATIONS 
 
 



 

 

Photo rendering of potential trail near 156 Woodland Street (Austin Organs) and 255 Homestead Avenue (Chrysalis Center). View looking west towards 
the Woodland Street bridge. 
 

 
  



 

 

 

  



 

 

3D rendering showing northside connector trail looking west towards proposed trail bridge. 
 

  



 

 

3D rendering of mainline of the Preferred Alignment on the south side of the railroad. Note the fencing proposed between the trail and railroad 
 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
  



 

 

APPENDIX J:  CTDOT GRIFFIN LINE DESIGN GUIDELINES 

  



 

 

DRAFT 
Griffin Line Rail with Trail Design Guidelines
Overview 
There are currently no national standards or guidelines for 
the development of rail-with-trails, which has created 
varied approaches and complicates the design of proposed 
trail systems. The guidelines below have been developed 
in concert with state officials, the consultant team and 
review of ‘best practice’ documents including those from 
the Rails to Trails organization, the Federal Railroad 
Administration and Federal Highway Administration, and 
the AREMA and AASHTO design manuals. Of specific note 
from the FRA/FHWA Rails with Trails Best Practices and 
Lessons Learned document:  

“There is no consensus on setback requirements nor is 

there a method to calculate the appropriate minimum 

setback based on corridor characteristics. While 

guidance documents do provide information on 

minimum setback standards for bicycle facilities and 

adjacent walkways, these sources are not considered 

appropriate for a rail-with-trail.” 

The resulting guidance is based on the review of 
referenced materials and coordination with the CTDOT 
Office of Rails and the Department’s broader leadership 
team. 

Operational Note for the Griffin Line 

Corridor 
The corridor is currently owned by the State of Connecticut 
with freight operations allowed by a lease agreement. It is 
understood that freight operations occur on a limited basis 
with very low operating speeds and no regular customers. 
From a future-use perspective, the corridor must be 
maintained for a ‘heavy’ transportation use, whether this 
is continued freight operations, development of a 
passenger rail service or creation of Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT). Any trail would need to be collocated in the corridor.  

Minimum Trail Standards 
The following are the minimum recommended trail 
standards suggested by the Department for a rail with trail 
alternative to be considered viable. Setback and physical 
barrier are the two principal standards and are inversely 
correlated, the smaller the setback the more substantial 
the barrier must be. Additionally, the physical trail must be 
constructed in accordance with AASHTO best practices and 
generally maintain a trail width of 10 ft with a 2ft buffer on 
either side of the trail. Widths narrower than 10ft but not 
less than 8ft for short distances should be allowed where 
physically constrained. This can either include sections that 
are within a cut or where the trail passes underneath a 

roadway. The trail should be made available as a railroad 
maintenance access corridor for emergency purposes or 
with advanced notice. 

The recommended minimum setback from track center 
line should be 10ft, with a preferred centerline setback of 
20ft. At a 10ft setback the trail should include a solid non-
scalable barrier. At 20ft the trail should include a physical 
fenced barrier at least 7ft in height.  

Alternatives Assessment 
The alternatives assessment conducted by the city should 
demonstrate that the recommended minimum trail 
standards identified in this document can be met 
throughout the corridor. The assessment should further 
consider strategies to mitigate flooding that occurs in the 
corridor and would be exacerbated by the addition of 
impervious surface. Additionally, in accordance with the 
‘best practice’ guidance documents identified previously, 
the assessment should include a review of alternative 
corridors, including the colocation of dedicated bike/ped 
facility along existing roadway networks. 

Minimum Allowable 

Standard 

Preferred Design 

Standard 

Physically Constrained 

Standard 

Minimum Allowable Standard: The minimum 
generally allowable setback and enhanced 
barrier. 10ft Setback, a Solid Non-Scalable 

Barrier & a 10ft Trail Width. 

Preferred Design Standard: Where possible 
this standard should be used and allows for a 
reduced barrier. 20ft Setback, 7ft Barrier & a 

10ft Trail Width. 

Physically Constrained: Used for short 
durations where the minimum allowable 
standard cannot be met including at 
underpasses. 10ft Setback, a Solid Non-

Scalable Barrier & an 8ft Trail Width. 

https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=rail-with-trails-best-practices-and-lessons-learned&id=26482&fileName=Rails-Trails-Layout_06_17_21_508.pdf
https://www.railstotrails.org/resourcehandler.ashx?name=rail-with-trails-best-practices-and-lessons-learned&id=26482&fileName=Rails-Trails-Layout_06_17_21_508.pdf
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Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Overview

Executive Summary
The Griffin Line is a single tracked existing freight rail
system with a right of way that extends in a north south
direction from the Windsor town line, through the town of
Bloomfield approximately 4.5 miles and continues
southerly into the City of Hartford.  The purpose of this
study is to determine the initial feasibility of developing a
paved multi purpose trail generally within this right of way
as part of the greater East Coast Greenway trail initiative.
The planned Hartford extension of the East Coast
Greenway is currently in various stages of design and
construction.  The trail will extend from the village of
Tariffville in Simsbury through the town of Bloomfield and
beyond to Hartford.  Sections in Simsbury are in the design
phases while the connecting section from Tariffville to
Tunxis Road in Bloomfield is currently under construction.
Portions of the trail from the Bloomfield Hartford
corporate limits south have yet to be engineered.

The associated Griffin Line right of way varies in width from
approximately 65’ to 100’ and contains a number of
environmental, topographic and utility line challenges
throughout it’s length.  This study utilized the town’s
extensive GIS based mapping systems to determine
various impacts associated with a new trail alignment
generally within the existing rights of way.  As a result of
this analysis a number of alternative alignments were
discussed along particularly difficult trail sections.

Many were discounted as they contained significant “on
road” sections and some were eliminated due to property
ownership issues or additional environmental impacts.
The two primary alternative routes are illustrated herein
and are located in the downtown area as well as the very
busy Cottage Grove Road crossing areas.



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Trail Types / Standards

Preferred Route:
Railroad Right of Way
(15’ from tracks)- Fence
Required

Preferred Route:  Railroad Right of Way
(25’ from tracks)- No Fence Required

Trail B :  Off Road
Trail Trail C :  Multi Use Path

Trail Typologies
Trail typologies were developed to
evaluate corridor feasibility.  In general
the proposed trails will consist of a 10’-
12’ wide bituminous surface on
appropriate base material.  Due mainly
to existing utility pole locations and
right of way width the proposed
alignment will be approximately 15’
from the center line of the existing
tracks necessitating a fence or
protective railing system.  Current
regulations preclude any path system
closer than 15’ to the centerline of the
tracks.  Alignment locations greater
than 25’ from the track centerlines will
not require fencing.  One of the two
alignment options presented later in
this report consists of some on road
sections however the multi use path
will be separated from adjacent travel
ways while being contained within the
established road right of way.



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Key Map

•Downtown

•Intersection Day Hill and
Tunxis.  Connection to

phase 1 trail construction
to Tariffville.

Section Studies 1-5 1

2

3
4

5

For the purposes of analysis, the proposed cross town
system is divided into five distinct sections from north to
south.  In each section the preferred route  is illustrated (in
red) as well as alternatives or potential spurs illustrated in
green (off road) and yellow (on road).  With the exception
of trail section four and five, the Griffin Line right of way is
generally the preferred route.  The proposed system
begins at the intersection of Day Hill Road and Tunxis
Avenue connecting directly to the currently under
construction section from Tunxis to Tariffville / Simsbury.

The following pages illustrate existing and proposed
conditions in each of the five sections.  Representative
cross sections in key areas have been developed to
illustrate locational opportunities or constraints.  Road
crossings, potential trail head locations and other
amenities are identified.  For each of the sections a
preliminary “impact assessment” has been prepared,
identifying likely environmental impacts associated with
the trail location within the RR right of way.  This analysis is
particularly germane to order of magnitude cost estimating
contained later in this report.



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 1

Section 1.1

Section 1.2

Section 1.3



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 2

Section 2.1

Section 2.2



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 3

Section 3.1

Section 3.3



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 4

Section 4.1

Section 4.2

Section 4.3



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 5

Section 5.1

Section 5.2

Section 5.3

Hartford
West Hartford



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 3: Enlargement

Enlargements /
Optional Alignments
A number of alternative alignments were considered and prioritized.

Downtown:  As the Griffin Line right of way accesses the downtown area from the
north a number of challenges have been identified.

1. The existing rail siding and existing utility poles north of Wintonbury Ave
precludes the location of the trail within the established right of way.  Access via
the adjacent church property will be required.  This site may also offer shared
trail head parking opportunities.

2. South of Wintonbury Ave, the right of way narrows and there are existing
building encroachments on the west side of the tracks which preclude a right of
way alignment.  One option considered was to change Seneca Road to a one
way north system thereby providing room for a dedicated and separated path
alignment.  Jerome Ave would remain two way but also receive the same
separated path.  Upon further study and town coordination the preferred
alternative in this location is to transition the trail to the east side of the tracks
at the Wintonbury Road crossing.  Although easements will be required, this
option offers numerous advantages through the downtown area and has been
established as the town’s preferred alternative.

Section 3.2



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 4: Enlargement

1. Via Tyler Street (Preferred Option):  Diverge from the east side of the Griffin Line right
of way at the intersection of Park Ave.  Construct a dedicated off road trail within both
the Park Ave and Savin Road ROW’s.  Access the old trolley right of way on Savin.  Easy
trail build along the trolley ROW to Tyler Street.  Construct Tyler Street crossing and
realign Tyler Street to accommodate a minimum 10’ wide dedicated and separated multi
use trail to the signalized Cottage Grove Road intersection.  Install appropriate
signalization at Cottage Grove.  Develop multi use path along south side of Cottage
Grove to Goodman Street and develop dedicated multiuse path along Goodman Street.
Goodman Street continues as a paper Street to Toby Road. Develop trail along this ROW.
Verify ownership.  Another option could be to reconnect to Griffin Line ROW south of
Beaman’s Brook at the end of the paved section of Goodman.  (see sheet 5 Enlargement
on next page)

2. Via Northwestern Drive: (option not shown)  This option utilizes either the Griffin Line
ROW or a dedicated path on Savin Road to the intersection of Cottage Grove Road.  A
new separated multi use path would be constructed along the north side of Cottage
Grove to the existing signalized crossing at Northwestern Drive.  Northwestern Drive
south of Cottage Grove is a paper street and would require complete trail construction
within this right of way.  Some alignment flexibility is provided based on large land
holdings by the University of Hartford in this area however, substantive wetlands, flood
plains and flood ways associated with Beaman’s Brook may present prohibitively
expensive or regulatory hurdles.

Section 4.4.

Trolley Right of Way,
see sheet 4

Approach to Cottage Grove Road :
Cottage Grove is a heavily traveled
major arterial.  The Griffin Line
intersection with this street is an
unsignalized at grade crossing parallel
to Savin Road..  Existing traffic signals
are locate to the east at Tyler Street and
to the West at Jolley / Northwestern
Drives.  Beaman’s Brook and associated
floodways are also an important
consideration as crossing options may
be prohibitively expensive.  Options /
mitigations considered include:



Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Section 5: Enlargement

Via Tyler Street:Via
Northwestern
Drive:

•Beaman’s
Brook / Flood
plains



Next Steps
1. Coordination with DOT trail liaison

2. DOT trail funding and construction

Bloomfield Cross Town Trail Study- Next Steps

Order of Magnitude Concept Trail Cost:
Griffin Line Right Of Way
$15/sq.ft. (without fence)

$20/sq.ft. (with fence)

$40/sq.ft. (through environmental)

+/- 4.5 – 5 Miles Of Trail
• Trail with Fence: +/- 193,080 square feet = +/- $ 3,861,600

• Trail without fence: +/- 167,496 square feet = +/- $ 2,512,440

• Total through environmental= +/- 70,775 square feet= +/- $ 2,831,000

• Allow for Signals and crossings +/- $300,000

• Sub Total +/- $9,505,040

• Total Cost with 20% contingency= +/- $11,406,048

• Per Mile Cost +/-$2,281,210

Order of Magnitude Costs
Order of magnitude costs estimates have been
prepared based on bid prices from recent similar
projects.  Based on the level of detail of this study,
costs presented herein should be used as a general
guide only.  Cost estimates have not been prepared
for the primary alternatives illustrated but assume a
new trail alignment completely within the Griffin
Line Right of Way for the entire length.  Specific
design studies and cost estimates will be required in
multiple locations throughout the trail’s length to
substantiate more accurate figures.



 

 

APPENDIX M: MDC ASSET MAPPING PROXIMATE TO 
GRIFFIN LINE 

  



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 C
ity

 o
f H

ar
tf

or
d,

 C
T,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

,
U

SG
S,

 E
PA

, N
PS

, U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 U

SD
A

, U
SF

W
S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 1



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 C
ity

 o
f H

ar
tf

or
d,

 C
T,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

,
U

SG
S,

 E
PA

, N
PS

, U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 U

SD
A

, U
SF

W
S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 2



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 C
ity

 o
f H

ar
tf

or
d,

 C
T,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

,
U

SG
S,

 E
PA

, N
PS

, U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 U

SD
A

, U
SF

W
S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 3



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

, U
SG

S,
 E

PA
, N

PS
, U

S
Ce

ns
us

 B
ur

ea
u,

 U
SD

A
, U

SF
W

S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 4



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

, U
SG

S,
 E

PA
, N

PS
, U

S
Ce

ns
us

 B
ur

ea
u,

 U
SD

A
, U

SF
W

S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 5



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

, U
SG

S,
 E

PA
, N

PS
, U

S
Ce

ns
us

 B
ur

ea
u,

 U
SD

A
, U

SF
W

S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 6



Pa
th

: S
:\P

M
U

\G
IS

\A
rc

G
IS

\P
ro

je
ct

s\
20

24
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
\M

D
C 

- T
ra

in
 In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
.a

pr
x

Cr
ed

its
:  

Es
ri 

Co
m

m
un

ity
 M

ap
s C

on
tr

ib
ut

or
s,

 M
D

C,
 M

as
sG

IS
, U

Co
nn

/C
TD

EE
P,

 ©
 O

pe
nS

tr
ee

tM
ap

, M
ic

ro
so

ft
, E

sr
i, 

To
m

To
m

, G
ar

m
in

, S
af

eG
ra

ph
, G

eo
Te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
, I

nc
, M

ET
I/N

A
SA

, U
SG

S,
 E

PA
, N

PS
, U

S
Ce

ns
us

 B
ur

ea
u,

 U
SD

A
, U

SF
W

S

500

US Feet

Railroad Lines

Railroad Right of Way

Water Main

Sewer Main

Storm Main

Map 7



 

 

APPENDIX N: RAIL-WITH-TRAIL LIST (SOURCE: RAILS TO 
TRAILS CONSERVANCY) 

 
 

 

 

 



Rail-with-Trail List
September 2023

Trail Name State
Total Trail 

Length

Rail-with-

Trail Length

Chase Trail AK 14 9
Tony Knowles Coastal Trail AK 11 1
Decatur Trail AL 14 0.4
Historic Bridgeport Walking Trail AL 2 2
Redstone Gateway Greenway AL 0.5 0.16
Arkansas Missouri Trail AR 0.75 0.6
Arkansas River Trail AR 21.2 0.4
Frisco Trail AR 2.39 0.6
Big River Crossing AR, TN 1 0.9
Route 66 Trail AZ 4.9 3
Yuma Crossing Bike Path (Colorado River Levee Multi-Use Path) AZ 3.4 1.2
Alton Avenue Bike Trail CA 1.8 1.8
Arroyo Simi Bike Path CA 8.6 0.13
Baine Avenue Trail CA 0.75 0.6
Bear Creek Bikeway CA 3.6 0.6
Cal Park Hill Tunnel CA 2.5 2.5
Chico State Bike Path CA 2 1.9
Chuck Pontius Commuter Trail CA 5.5 1.8
Coastal Rail Trail CA 4.7 4.7
East Bay Greenway CA 0.5 0.5
El Dorado Trail CA 35.9 25.3
Embarcadero Bike Path CA 0.9 0.8
Exposition Line Bikeway CA 12.2 12.2
Fillmore Bike Path CA 3.8 1.4
Folsom Parkway Rail Trail CA 2.9 2.4
Foss Creek SMART Pathway CA 1.3 1
Goshen Avenue Trail CA 5.8 5.8
Hoover Bike and Walking Trail CA 2 2
Inland Rail Trail CA 10.5 10.3
Joe's Trail at Saratoga De Anza CA 1.4 1.2
Lincoln Hill Pathway CA 1.4 0.5
Linear Park CA 1.1 1.1
Manteca Tidewater Bikeway CA 3.4 1.6
Martin Luther King, Jr. Promenade CA 0.75 0.75
Napa Valley Vine Trail CA 18.5 3.2
Northwestern Pacific Rail Trail CA 0.8 0.8
Novato Downtown SMART Pathway CA 0.9 0.8
Old Highway 40 Bike Path CA 2.8 3
Omer Rains Coastal Bike Trail CA 4.1 1.2
Orange Line Bike Path CA 15.8 0.4
Petaluma SMART Pathway CA 1.2 1.2
Railroad Safety Trail CA 1.9 1.8

Do you know of a rail-with-trail that is not on our list? Please contact us at railtrails@railstotrails.org 1

https://www.traillink.com/trail/chase-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tony-knowles-coastal-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/decatur-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/historic-bridgeport-walking-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/redstone-gateway-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/arkansas-missouri-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/arkansas-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/frisco-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/big-river-crossing/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/route-66-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/yuma-crossing-bike-path-(colorado-river-levee-multi-use-path)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/alton-avenue-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/arroyo-simi-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/baine-avenue-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bear-creek-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cal-park-hill-tunnel/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chico-state-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chuck-pontius-commuter-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/coastal-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/east-bay-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/el-dorado-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/embarcadero-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/exposition-line-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fillmore-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/folsom-parkway-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/foss-creek-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/goshen-avenue-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hoover-bike-and-walking-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/inland-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/joes-trail-at-saratoga-de-anza/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lincoln-hill-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/linear-park-(ca)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/manteca-tidewater-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/martin-luther-king-jr-promenade/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/martin-luther-king-jr-promenade/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/northwestern-pacific-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/novato-downtown-smart-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/old-highway-40-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/omer-rains-coastal-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/orange-line-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/petaluma-smart-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/railroad-safety-trail/


Rail-with-Trail List
September 2023

Trail Name State
Total Trail 

Length

Rail-with-

Trail Length

Richmond Greenway CA 2.5 1.3
Rohnert Park/Cotati SMART Pathway CA 3.7 3.7
Rose Canyon Bicycle Path CA 1.1 1.1
Sacramento River Parkway Trail CA 9.3 2.8
San Clemente Beach Trail CA 2.3 2.1
San Fernando Road Bike Path CA 7.2 7.4
San Francisco Bay Trail *only portions not accounted for by other 
trails CA 301.5 6.7
Santa Cruz Coastal Rail Trail CA 2.5 0.35
Santa Fe Trail (Visalia) CA 2.5 1.6
Santa Maria Valley Multi-Purpose Trail CA 2.7 0.4
Santa Paula Branch Line Trail CA 2.5 1.7
Santa Rosa SMART Pathway CA 3.8 3.8
Sierra Bike Trail CA 7.1 6.7
Walnut Trail CA 3.4 3.4
Watsonville Rail Trail (Coastal Rail Trail Segment 18) CA 1.2 0.25
Watts Towers Crescent Greenway CA 0.2 0.2
Animas River Trail CO 9.4 1.1
Arkansas River Trail (Pueblo) CO 10.1 0.1
Eagle Valley Trail CO 21.8 10
Inca Street Multi-use Trail CO 0.75 0.75
Littleton Community Trail CO 2.6 1.4
Long View Trail CO 4.4 1.3
Mason Trail CO 4.5 3.8
New Santa Fe Regional Trail CO 17 4.3
Power Trail CO 3.9 3.7
Union Pacific Trail CO 0.6 0.6
West Rail Line Bike Path CO 6.3 3.63
Wonderland Creek Greenway CO 3 0.2
Yampa River Core Trail CO 7 0.85
Derby Greenway CT 2 0.2
Niantic Bay Boardwalk CT 1.1 1.1
Metropolitan Branch Trail DC, MD 4 2.46
Georgetown-Lewes Trail DE 9.6 0.9
James F. Hall Trail DE 1.8 1.16
Sorenson's Way DE 1.4 0.1
Capital Cascades Trail FL 2.7 0.1
Doctors Lake Drive Bike Path FL 4.5 4.5
El Rio Trail FL 4.7 0.11
Fred Marquis Pinellas Trail FL 46 0.17
Gertrude's Walk FL 0.25 0.2
John Yarbrough Linear Park Trail FL 6 2.73

Do you know of a rail-with-trail that is not on our list? Please contact us at railtrails@railstotrails.org 2

https://www.traillink.com/trail/richmond-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rohnert-parkcotati-smart-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rose-canyon-bicycle-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sacramento-river-parkway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/san-clemente-beach-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/san-fernando-road-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/san-francisco-bay-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/san-francisco-bay-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-cruz-coastal-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-fe-trail-(visalia)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-maria-valley-multi-purpose-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-paula-branch-line-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-rosa-smart-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sierra-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/walnut-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/watsonville-rail-trail-(coastal-rail-trail-segment-18)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/watts-towers-crescent-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/animas-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/arkansas-river-trail-(pueblo)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/eagle-valley-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/inca-street-multi-use-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/littleton-community-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/long-view-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mason-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/new-santa-fe-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/power-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/union-pacific-trail-(co)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/west-rail-line-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wonderland-creek-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/yampa-river-core-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/derby-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/niantic-bay-boardwalk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/metropolitan-branch-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/georgetown-lewes-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/james-f-hall-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sorensons-way/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/capital-cascades-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/doctors-lake-drive-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/el-rio-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fred-marquis-pinellas-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/gertrudes-walk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/john-yarbrough-linear-park-trail/


Rail-with-Trail List
September 2023

Trail Name State
Total Trail 

Length

Rail-with-

Trail Length

M-Path Trail FL 9.4 9.35
Old Brick Road Trail FL 5.4 5.4
Oldsmar Trail FL 11 0.1
Orlando Urban Trail FL 2.6 0.2
Atlanta Road Path GA 2.5 2.5
Augusta Canal Trail GA 7.85 0.6
Blind Willie McTell Trail GA 1.1 0.9
East Point PATH GA 1.4 0.3
Senoia Multiuse Trail GA 1.5 0.2
Silver Comet Trail GA 61.5 9.1
Stone Mountain Trail GA 20.5 5.5
218 Trail IA 1.43 0.69
Bellevue Rivervue Trail IA 2.3 0.22
Cedar Valley Nature Trail IA 69 5.55
Chautauqua Park Trail IA 1.8 0.8
Clinton Discovery Trail IA 9.8 0.47
Floyd River Trail IA 3.2 1
Gay Lea Wilson Trail IA 20.9 4.3
Indian Creek Trail IA 3.86 0.7
John King Trail IA 0.5 0.2
Jordan Creek Trail IA 8.6 0.6
Linn Creek Recreational Trail IA 10 1
North Ridge Trail IA 6.5 2.3
Perry Creek Trail IA 4.4 0.45
Prairie Farmer Recreational Trail IA 20 0.7
Running River Trail System (Riverside Park) IA 5.3 2.75
Sauk Rail Trail IA 33.2 2.1
Southern Levy Trail IA 0.7 0.7
Trolley Trail (Clear Lake/Mason City) IA 7.5 0.9
Long Bridge Trail ID 5.3 0.4
North Idaho Centennial Trail ID 24 1.29
Chain O' Lakes Bike Path IL 3.2 1.5
Constitution Trail IL 43 6.65
Des Plaines River Trail IL 56.2 3.2
East Prairie Bicycle & Walking Path IL 1 1
Fox River Trail IL 44.6 3.1
Great River Trail IL 62.3 18.6
Green Bay Trail IL 8.9 6.29
H.U.M. Trail IL 3.5 3.22
Hickory Creek Bikeway IL 3.7 0.8
Illinois & Michigan Canal State Trail IL 79.5 9.2
Illinois Prairie Path IL 62 3.6
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/m-path-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/old-brick-road-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/oldsmar-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/orlando-urban-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/atlanta-road-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/augusta-canal-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/blind-willie-mctell-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/east-point-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/senoia-multi-use-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/silver-comet-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/stone-mountain-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/218-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bellevue-rivervue-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cedar-valley-nature-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chautauqua-park-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/clinton-discovery-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/floyd-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/gay-lea-wilson-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/indian-creek-trail-(ia)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/john-king-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/jordan-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/linn-creek-recreational-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-ridge-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/perry-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/prairie-farmer-recreational-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/running-river-trail-system-(riverside-park)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sauk-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/southern-levy-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/trolley-trail-(clear-lakemason-city)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/long-bridge-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-idaho-centennial-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chain-o-lakes-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/constitution-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/des-plaines-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/east-prairie-bicycle--walking-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fox-river-trail-(il)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/great-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/green-bay-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hum-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hickory-creek-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/illinois--michigan-canal-state-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/illinois-prairie-path/
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Interurban Trail IL 8.4 5
MCT Quercus Grove Trail IL 18.4 2.26
MetroBikeLink Trail IL 14 10.8
Prairie Trail IL 26.5 10.12
Robert McClory Bike Path IL 25.4 8.8
Rock Island Trail IL 38.2 2
Rock River Recreation Path IL 10 7
Skokie Valley Trail (Lake County) IL 9.8 8.4
Stone Mill Trail IL 1.5 1.5
Techny Trail IL 3 0.5
Thorn Creek Trail IL 17.2 0.24
Virgil L. Gilman Trail IL 11.4 1.8
Wauponsee Glacial Trail IL 22.3 0.66
McKinley Bridge Bikeway IL, MO 1.2 0.4
Anderson Airport Trail IN 1.5 0.67
Cardinal Greenway IN 62 4.5
Dearborn Trails (Aurora - Lawrenceburg - Greendale) IN 5.4 2.4
Fall Creek Trail IN 6.9 0.4
Industrial Heritage Trail IN 4.82 2.3
Lafayette Linear Park IN 1.1 1.1
Little Turtle Waterway Trail IN 1 0.45
MapleHeart Trail IN 4.8 2
Ninth Street Trail IN 1.3 0.85
Paradise Spring Riverwalk Trail IN 0.82 0.25
Pigeon Creek Greenway Passage IN 6.7 0.29
Polly Grimshaw Trail IN 0.65 0.6
Singing Sands Trail IN 3.6 1.1
Sweetser Switch Trail IN 4 2.5
Tell City Riverwalk IN 1.1 0.5
Wabash & Erie Canal Trail (Evansville) IN 0.4 0.4
White River Greenway (Noblesville) IN 5.9 0.45
Whitewater Canal Trail IN 11 3
Winona Interurban Trail IN 3.14 1.3
Armourdale Levee Trail KS 1.3 0.3
Flint Hills Trail State Park KS 118 3.5
Gary L. Haller Trail KS 13.8 1.8
Katy Hike/Bike Trail KS 1.8 0.35
Railroad Park Bike Path KS 0.4 0.4
Sunflower Santa Fe Trail KS 1.7 1.7
Whistle Stop Park KS 1.8 0.91
Louisville Loop KY 50.51 0.4
South Elkhorn Trail KY 0.5 0.4
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/interurban-trail-(il)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mct-quercus-grove-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/metrobikelink-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/prairie-trail-(il)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/robert-mcclory-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rock-island-trail-(il)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rock-river-recreation-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/skokie-valley-trail-(lake-county)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/stone-mill-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/techny-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/thorn-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/virgil-l-gilman-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wauponsee-glacial-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mckinley-bridge-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/anderson-airport-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cardinal-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/dearborn-trails-(aurora---lawrenceburg---greendale)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fall-creek-trail-(in)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/industrial-heritage-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lafayette-linear-park/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/little-turtle-waterway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mapleheart-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ninth-street-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/paradise-spring-riverwalk-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pigeon-creek-greenway-passage/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/polly-grimshaw-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/singing-sands-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sweetser-switch-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tell-city-riverwalk-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wabash--erie-canal-trail-(evansville)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/white-river-greenway-(noblesville)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/whitewater-canal-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/winona-interurban-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/armourdale-levee-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/flint-hills-trail-state-park/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/gary-l-haller-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/katy-hikebike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/railroad-park-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sunflower-santa-fe-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/whistle-stop-park/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/louisville-loop/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/south-elkhorn-trail/
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Town Branch Trail KY 2.2 1.4
Baton Rouge Levee Bike Path LA 27.8 0.37
Crescent Park Trail LA 1.4 0.9
Mississippi River Trail (Louisiana) LA 60.8 1.3
Cape Cod Canal Bikeway MA 13.9 0.8
Connecticut Riverwalk and Bikeway MA 5.4 1.5
East Boston Greenway MA 2.8 0.84
Manhan Rail Trail MA 6 0.65
Mass Central Rail Trail MA 59 1.43
Neponset River Greenway MA 8.2 1.3
Salem Bike Path MA 1.8 0.8
Shining Sea Bikeway MA 10.7 0.22
Somerville Community Path MA 3.2 1.9
Southwest Corridor Park (Pierre Lallement Bike Path) MA 4.1 1.8
Tri-Community Greenway MA 6.6 0.6
Whitney Spur Rail Trail MA 1.6 0.18
Blackstone River Greenway MA, RI 29.9 8.7
Grist Mill Trail at Patapsco Valley State Park MD 2.5 2
Gwynns Falls Trail MD 18.9 5
Western Maryland Rail Trail MD 27.5 0.3
Great Allegheny Passage MD, PA 150 24.2
Harpers Ferry Railroad Bridge MD, WV 0.14 0.14
Bucksport Waterfront Walkway ME 1 0.2
Down East Sunrise Trail ME 87 2.6
Eastern Promenade Trail ME 2.1 1.33
Ellsworth Trail ME 1.6 1.3
Fore River Parkway Trail ME 2.6 0.06
Kennebec River Rail Trail ME 6.5 5.4
Mountain Division Trail ME 9.7 8.5
Papermill Trail ME 4 1.2
Whistle Stop Rail-Trail ME 15.8 0.7
Baw Beese Trail MI 8.2 0.7
Boardman Lake Loop Trail MI 4 0.45
Border-to-Border Trail MI 19.7 4
Fred Meijer Heartland Trail MI 41.8 0.4
Fred Meijer Pioneer Trail MI 9 3.25
George Atkin Jr. Recreational Trail MI 4.2 0.5
Little Lake to Chatham Snowmobile Trail MI 26 0.54
Muskegon Lakeshore Trail MI 11.2 3.1
North Central State Trail MI 62 0.2
Portage Creek Bicentennial Trail MI 4 1.3
Shaver Road Bikeway MI 1.8 0.75
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/town-branch-trail-(ky)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/baton-rouge-levee-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/crescent-park-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mississippi-river-trail-(louisiana)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cape-cod-canal-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/connecticut-riverwalk-and-bikeway/
http://www.traillink.com/trail/east-boston-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/manhan-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mass-central-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/neponset-river-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/salem-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/shining-sea-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/somerville-community-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/southwest-corridor-park-(pierre-lallement-bike-path)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tri-community-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/whitney-spur-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/blackstone-river-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/grist-mill-trail-at-patapsco-valley-state-park/
http://www.traillink.com/trail/gwynns-falls-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/western-maryland-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/great-allegheny-passage/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/harpers-ferry-railroad-bridge/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bucksport-waterfront-walkway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/down-east-sunrise-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/eastern-promenade-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ellsworth-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fore-river-parkway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/kennebec-river-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mountain-division-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/papermill-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/whistle-stop-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/baw-beese-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/boardman-lake-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/border-to-border-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fred-meijer-heartland-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fred-meijer-pioneer-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/george-atkin-jr-recreational-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/little-lake-to-chatham-snowmobile-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/muskegon-lakeshore-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-central-state-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/portage-creek-bicentennial-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/shaver-road-bikeway/
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Sycamore Trail MI 2.1 0.6
Traverse Area Recreation and Transportation Trail (TART) MI 13 7.5
Trolley Line Trail MI 2.8 2.8
Valhalla Trail MI 1.3 0.5
Vassar Rail Trail MI 2 0.4
Big Rivers Regional Trail MN 4.4 1.41
Blazing Star State Trail MN 6 1.3
Bruce Vento Regional Trail MN 7 0.2
Camden Regional Trail MN 14.9 3
Cannon Valley Trail MN 19.7 0.55
Cedar Lake LRT Regional Trail MN 4.5 3.95
Civic Center Trail MN 1.2 1.05
Cologne Community Trail MN 3.2 0.1
Duluth Lakewalk MN 7 5.2
Empire Township Trail MN 2 0.6
Graham Park Trail MN 1.1 0.4
Hiawatha LRT Trail MN 4.7 4.2
Kenilworth Trail MN 1.5 1.45
Luce Line Trail MN 72.9 5
Mesabi Trail MN 135 2
Midtown Greenway MN 5.5 1.4
Mill Towns State Trail MN 6 2.1
Minneapolis Diagonal Trail MN 3 0.11
Minneopa Trail MN 2.7 1
Minnesota River Bluffs LRT Regional Trail MN 19.91 0.36
North Cedar Lake Regional Trail/Cedar Lake Trail MN 9 5
North Minnesota River Trail MN 4.8 1.36
Red Jacket Trail MN 6.3 0.16
Rice Creek West Regional Trail MN 5.8 1.6
Stone Road Trail MN 0.8 0.6
Todd Park Bike Trail MN 2.4 0.19
Trout Brook Regional Trail MN 1.8 0.25
Western Waterfront Trail MN 3.4 0.5
Wilderness Trail MN 1.3 0.8
Zumbro South Trail MN 6.5 0.2
Carondelet Connector MO 1 0.25
Wabash Walkway MO 0.15 0.15
Bitterroot Trail MT 51 4.65
Livingston Depot Center Trail MT 1.4 1.5
River's Edge Trail MT 55 2.24
Silver Bow Creek Greenway MT 9.2 3
Tobacco River Memorial Trail (Kootenai Trail) MT 7.4 0.8
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/sycamore-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/traverse-area-recreation-and-transportation-trail-(tart)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/trolley-line-trail-(mi)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/valhalla-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/vassar-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/big-rivers-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/blazing-star-state-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bruce-vento-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/camden-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cannon-valley-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cedar-lake-lrt-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/civic-center-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cologne-community-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/duluth-lakewalk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/empire-township-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/graham-park-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hiawatha-lrt-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/kenilworth-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/luce-line-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mesabi-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/midtown-greenway-(mn)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mill-towns-state-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/minneapolis-diagonal-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/minneopa-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/minnesota-river-bluffs-lrt-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-cedar-lake-regional-trailcedar-lake-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-minnesota-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/red-jacket-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rice-creek-west-regional-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/stone-road-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/todd-park-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/trout-brook-regional-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/western-waterfront-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wilderness-trail-(mn)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/zumbro-south-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/carondelet-connector-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wabash-walkway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bitterroot-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/livingston-depot-center-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rivers-edge-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/silver-bow-creek-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tobacco-river-memorial-trail-(kootenai-trail)/
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Cape Fear River Trail NC 5 0.74
Charlotte Rail Trail NC 3.5 3.3
City Walk NC 2.5 1.3
Irwin Creek and Stewart Creek Greenways NC 2 0.12
Libba Cotten Bikeway NC 0.38 0.36
Marcia H. Cloninger Rail-Trail NC 1.5 0.1
Bismarck Trails (Hay Creek and Pebble Creek Loops) ND 7.4 0.42
Washburn Discovery Trail ND 2.2 0.1
FEVR Trail NE 1 0.73
St. Joe Trail NE 2.91 1.2
Cotton Valley Rail-Trail NH 12 2
Winnipesaukee River Trail NH 2.7 1
WOW Trail NH 5.1 1.1
Pleasantville to Somers Point Bike Path NJ 8.2 0.8
Roselle Park Bike Path NJ 0.5 0.5
Traction Line Recreation Trail NJ 2.7 2.5
Santa Fe Rail-Trail NM 16.8 15.4
Valle de Oro Trail NM 2.3 2.3
Rio Grande River Trail NM, TX 11.9 0.47
River Mountains Loop Trail NV 35.3 1.3
Union Pacific Railroad Trail NV 12 6.7
Cheektowaga Historic Rails to Trails NY 2.3 1.5
EPCAL Alternative Transportation Path NY 8.5 0.4
Erie Canalway Trail NY 292 5.3
Fort Washington Park Greenway NY 1 1
Harlem Valley Rail Trail NY 23.8 1
Heritage Trail NY 19.5 0.38
Hudson River Greenway NY 12.9 0.5
Klara Sauer Trail NY 1 0.9
Lenox Rail Trail NY 2.2 1
Maybrook Trailway NY 26.85 26.85
Ontario Pathways Rail Trail NY 25.2 1.4
Philip A. Rayhill Memorial Recreational Trail (NH&W Rail Trail) NY 5.2 0.25
Pittsford Trail System (Railroad Loop Trail) NY 11.4 0.06
Saranac Lake Recreational Path NY 0.52 0.52
Terry Gordon Trail NY 1.6 1.5
Zim Smith Mid-County Trail NY 11.5 0.35
Camp Chase Trail OH 15.9 12.55
Celina Coldwater Bikeway OH 4.61 4.61
Chessie Circle Trail OH 11 4.43
County Line Trail OH 6.75 4.42
Fairfield Heritage Trail OH 9.5 0.6
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/cape-fear-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/charlotte-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/city-walk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/irwin-creek-and-stewart-creek-greenways-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/libba-cotten-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/marcia-h-cloninger-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bismarck-trails-(hay-creek-and-pebble-creek-loops)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/washburn-discovery-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fevr-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/st-joe-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cotton-valley-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/winnipesaukee-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wow-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pleasantville-to-somers-point-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/roselle-park-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/traction-line-recreation-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/santa-fe-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/valle-de-oro-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rio-grande-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/river-mountains-loop-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/union-pacific-railroad-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cheektowaga-historic-rails-to-trails/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/epcal-alternative-transportation-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/erie-canalway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fort-washington-park-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/harlem-valley-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/heritage-trail-(ny)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hudson-river-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/klara-sauer-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lenox-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ontario-pathways-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ontario-pathways-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/philip-a-rayhill-memorial-recreational-trail-(nhw-rail-trail)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pittsford-trail-system-(railroad-loop-trail)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/saranac-lake-recreational-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/terry-gordon-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/zim-smith-mid-county-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/camp-chase-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/celina-coldwater-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chessie-circle-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/county-line-trail-(oh)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fairfield-heritage-trail/
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Heritage Trail OH 17.2 0.12
Hockhocking Adena Bikeway OH 22 3.6
Iron Horse Trail OH 7.6 1.3
Little Beaver Creek Greenway Trail OH 12.5 0.6
Middle Branch Trail OH 7.7 1.56
North Coast Inland Trail (Huron County) OH 27.6 10
North Coast Inland Trail (Sandusky and Ottawa Counties) OH 29.7 11.7
Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail OH 90.6 5.8
Ohio River Trail OH 9.6 0.49
Olde Muskingum Trail OH 6 5.72
Portage Hike and Bike Trail OH 15.6 5
Red Line Greenway OH 2 2
Simon Kenton Trail OH 35.5 23.83
Steel Mill Trail OH 2 0.06
T. J. Evans Panhandle Trail OH 9.8 9.8
Triplett Pathway OH 0.9 0.4
University/Parks Trail OH 6.3 4.18
Wabash Cannonball Trail OH 62.9 1.2
West Branch Trail OH 4.5 2.5
Wright Brothers Huffman Prairie Bikeway OH 4.6 3.7
Zane's Landing Trail OH 2.9 2.4
Stavich Bicycle Trail OH, PA 10 9
Katy Trail (Oklahoma City) OK 6.3 1.4
Legacy Trail OK 1.5 1
Astoria Riverwalk OR 6.4 2.3
Central Ashland Bikepath OR 1.8 1.8
Circle to Buchanan Multi-Modal Path OR 1 0.4
Fanno Creek Greenway Trail OR 10.5 0.9
Logging Road Trail OR 3.5 1
Riverfront Trail at The Dalles OR 9 0.98
Rogue River Greenway OR 9.8 3.25
Springwater Corridor OR 21.5 3.43
Steel Bridge Riverwalk OR 0.2 0.2
Tilikum Crossing OR 0.6 0.6
Trolley Trail OR 6 0.5
Village Green Trail OR 0.6 0.6
I-205 Multi-Use Path OR, WA 18.5 5.3
Arboretum Trail PA 0.8 0.8
Beaver River Trail PA 1 0.33
Bristol Spurline Park PA 2.5 0.43
Chester Valley Trail PA 18.6 0.2
Clarion-Little Toby Trail PA 18.4 2.75
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/heritage-trail-(oh)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hockhocking-adena-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/iron-horse-trail-(oh)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/little-beaver-creek-greenway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/middle-branch-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-coast-inland-trail-(huron-county)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-coast-inland-trail-(sandusky-and-ottawa-counties)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ohio--erie-canal-towpath-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ohio-river-trail-(oh)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/olde-muskingum-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/portage-hike-and-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/red-line-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/simon-kenton-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/steel-mill-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/t-j-evans-panhandle-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/triplett-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/universityparks-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wabash-cannonball-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/west-branch-trail-(oh)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wright-brothers-huffman-prairie-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/zanes-landing-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/stavich-bicycle-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/katy-trail-(oklahoma-city)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/legacy-trail-(ok)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/astoria-riverwalk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/central-ashland-bikepath/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/circle-to-buchanan-multi-modal-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fanno-creek-greenway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/logging-road-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/riverfront-trail-at-the-dalles/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rogue-river-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/springwater-corridor/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/steel-bridge-riverwalk-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tilikum-crossing/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/trolley-trail-(or)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/village-green-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/i-205-multi-use-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/arboretum-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/beaver-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bristol-spurline-park/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chester-valley-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/clarion-little-toby-trail/
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Coal & Coke Trail PA 6.1 1.9
Cynwyd Heritage Trail PA 1.8 0.35
D&L Trail PA 142.2 16
Enola Low Grade Trail PA 29.15 6.64
Five Star Trail PA 7.8 4.75
Gurney Street Trail PA 0.13 0.13
Heritage Rail Trail County Park PA 27.4 20.2
Hoodlebug Trail PA 11.8 0.75
Luzerne County National Recreation Trail PA 1.8 1.6
McClintock Trail PA 9.4 1.9
Montour Trail PA 61.5 3.5
Neversink Connector Trail PA 1.2 0.2
North Branch Canal Trail PA 6.2 6.2
Northwest Lancaster County River Trail PA 14.1 5
Oil City Trail PA 3 0.74
Pine Creek Rail Trail PA 62 0.8
Schuylkill River Trail PA 71.7 10.9
Susquehanna Bikeway PA 3.2 0.75
Susquehanna River Walk & Timber Trail PA 4.2 2.15
Three Rivers Heritage Trail PA 33 8.3
East Bay Bike Path SC 0.6 0.4
Mary Black Foundation Rail Trail (Palmetto Trail) SC 1.9 0.16
Prisma Health Swamp Rabbit Trail SC 28 0.9
Marne Creek West Trail SD 0.6 0.15
Mitchell Community Bike Path SD 10 1.8
Mobridge Riverfront Walking Path SD 2.3 0.5
Sioux Falls Bike Trails SD 26.8 2.1
Vermillion River Trail SD 1.7 0.2
Cumberland River Greenway TN 9.13 1.5
James White Greenway TN 1 1
Richland Creek Greenway TN 5 0.65
Riverbluff Walkway TN 6.7 0.36
South Chickamauga Creek Greenway TN 12 0.7
Tennessee Central Heritage Rail Trail TN 4.73 0.3
Wolftever Creek Greenway TN 2.9 0.5
A-Train Rail Trail TX 19 12.4
Bicentennial Hike and Bike Trail TX 6.3 2.6
Boggy Creek Greenbelt Trail TX 1.6 0.4
Central Trail TX 4.2 4.2
City Trail (Highland Village) TX 3.8 0.5
Cotton Belt Trail TX 11.2 10.6
Crestview/Highland Urban Trail TX 0.8 0.8
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/coal--coke-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cynwyd-heritage-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/dl-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/enola-low-grade-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/five-star-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/gurney-street-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/heritage-rail-trail-county-park/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hoodlebug-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/luzerne-county-national-recreation-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mcclintock-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/montour-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/neversink-connector-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/north-branch-canal-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/northwest-lancaster-county-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/oil-city-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pine-creek-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/schuylkill-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/susquehanna-bikeway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/susquehanna-river-walk--timber-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/three-rivers-heritage-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/east-bay-bike-path-(sc)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mary-black-foundation-rail-trail-(palmetto-trail)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/prisma-health-swamp-rabbit-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/marne-creek-west-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mitchell-community-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mobridge-riverfront-walking-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sioux-falls-bike-trails/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/vermillion-river-trail-(sd)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cumberland-river-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/james-white-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/richland-creek-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/riverbluff-walkway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/south-chickamauga-creek-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/tennessee-central-heritage-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/wolftever-creek-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/a-train-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bicentennial-hike-and-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/boggy-creek-greenbelt-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/central-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/city-trail-(highland-village)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cotton-belt-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/crestviewhighland-urban-trail/
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Lance Armstrong Bikeway (Crosstown Greenway) TX 5.4 0.8
Red Line Parkway Trail TX 10 7.98
Ridgewood Trail TX 1.2 1.3
Southern Walnut Creek Trail TX 8.9 0.6
University Crossing Trail TX 2 0.9
Legacy Parkway Trail UT 14 0.6
Lindon Heritage Trail UT 5.5 0.28
Moab Canyon Pathway UT 12.7 0.4
Parley's Trail UT 7.9 0.8
Point of the Mountain Trail UT 2.4 2.4
Porter Rockwell Trail UT 10.7 10.2
Burke VRE Trail VA 1.4 0.5
Elizabeth River Trail (Atlantic City Spur) VA 9.5 1.5
Huckleberry Trail VA 15.5 1.2
James River Heritage Trail VA 10.1 0.56
Metro Linear Park VA 0.5 0.5
Potomac Yard Trail VA 2 0.75
Virginia Capital Trail VA 51.7 0.5
Island Line Rail Trail VT 13.4 1.5
Burke-Gilman Trail WA 18.8 1.8
Chehalis Western Trail WA 21.2 1.5
Chelatchie Prairie Railroad Trail WA 0.9 0.8
Cowlitz River Trail WA 2.5 2.5
Duwamish Trail WA 3 1
East Aberdeen Waterfront Walkway WA 1.6 0.7
Elliott Bay Trail (Terminal 91 Bike Path) WA 3.4 1.6
Fish Lake Trail WA 7.35 4.1
Foothills Trail WA 31.3 3.5
Grand Avenue Greenway WA 1.7 1.6
Interurban Trail (South) WA 19.1 11.4
Kulshan Creek Trail WA 2.9 0.29
Lower Yakima Valley Pathway WA 14 6
Pigeon Creek Trail WA 0.9 0.8
Pullman Riverwalk WA 0.42 0.25
Rainier Trail WA 2.5 0.65
Seattle Waterfront Pathway WA 2 1
South Bay Trail WA 2.5 0.9
Spokane River Centennial State Park Trail WA 39.7 0.3
State Route 20 Arboreta Trail WA 1.5 1.5
Yakima Greenway WA 22.9 0.25
Blackhawk Path WI 2.3 0.75
Brown Deer Recreational Trail WI 1 1

Do you know of a rail-with-trail that is not on our list? Please contact us at railtrails@railstotrails.org 10

https://www.traillink.com/trail/lance-armstrong-bikeway-(crosstown-greenway)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/red-line-parkway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ridgewood-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/southern-walnut-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/university-crossing-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/legacy-parkway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lindon-heritage-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/moab-canyon-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/parleys-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/point-of-the-mountain-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/porter-rockwell-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/burke-vre-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/elizabeth-river-trail-(atlantic-city-spur)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/huckleberry-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/james-river-heritage-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/metro-linear-park-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/potomac-yard-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/virginia-capital-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/island-line-rail-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/burke-gilman-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chehalis-western-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/chelatchie-prairie-railroad-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/cowlitz-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/duwamish-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/east-aberdeen-waterfront-walkway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/elliott-bay-trail-(terminal-91-bike-path)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/fish-lake-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/foothills-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/grand-avenue-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/interurban-trail-(south)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/kulshan-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lower-yakima-valley-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pigeon-creek-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/pullman-riverwalk/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rainier-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/seattle-waterfront-pathway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/south-bay-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/spokane-river-centennial-state-park-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/state-route-20-arboreta-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/yakima-greenway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/blackhawk-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/brown-deer-recreational-trail/
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Bugline Trail WI 15.6 1.75
Campus Drive Pedestrian and Bicycle Path WI 0.8 0.8
Hank Aaron State Trail WI 15.2 0.7
Kinnickinnic River Trail WI 2.3 1.4
Kiwanis Bike Trail WI 4 1.1
La Crosse River State Trail WI 21 18.4
Lower Yahara River Trail WI 2.5 1
MRK Trail WI 4.6 4.2
New Berlin Recreation Trail WI 7 6.3
Newberry Trail WI 2.4 1.3
Oak Leaf Trail WI 125 3.7
Ozaukee Interurban Trail WI 30.1 10.2
Peace Trail WI 6.4 3.9
River Bend Trail WI 2.3 0.2
River Edge Parkway WI 5 0.2
Riverside Corridor Bike-Walking Trail WI 9.2 0.8
Rock River Parkway Trail WI 2.4 0.73
Sheboygan Interurban Trail WI 14 4.55
South Fork Trail WI 1.7 0.2
Southwest Commuter Path WI 5.6 1.15
West Allis Cross Town Connector WI 0.9 0.9
Yahara River Bike Path WI 0.9 0.18
Bridgeport Rail Trail WV 0.8 0.5
TOTAL = 442 rails with trails 5777.9 1099.7

Do you know of a rail-with-trail that is not on our list? Please contact us at railtrails@railstotrails.org 11

https://www.traillink.com/trail/bugline-trail-(route-of-the-badger)-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/campus-drive-pedestrian-and-bicycle-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/hank-aaron-state-trail-(route-of-the-badger)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/kinnickinnic-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/kiwanis-bike-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/la-crosse-river-state-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/lower-yahara-river-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/mrk-trail-extension-(route-of-the-badger)-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/new-berlin-recreation-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/newberry-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/oak-leaf-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/ozaukee-interurban-trail-connector-(route-of-the-badger)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/peace-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/river-bend-trail-(wi)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/river-edge-parkway/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/riverside-corridor-bike-walking-trail-/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/rock-river-parkway-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/sheboygan-interurban-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/south-fork-trail-(wi)/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/southwest-commuter-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/west-allis-cross-town-connector/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/yahara-river-bike-path/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/bridgeport-rail-trail/
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